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PROGRAM
This evening’s performance is intended to flow seamlessly from piece to piece. Please 
allow it to be a musical meditation, holding all applause until the end of the program. 
Thank you!

Sweet Radiant Mystery (2008) ..........................................................................Catherine Dalton
Greta Hansen-Schwoebel, soloist

Sing, Wearing the Sky (2014) ..................................................................................Jake Runestad
 Text by Lalla, a 14th Century Sufi-mystic poet

Eliana Urena, soloist
Sylvia Hunt, violin

McKayla Jenkins, percussion

Wild Embers (2017) .............................................................................................Melissa Dunphy
         Text by Nikita Gill

Where the Light Begins (2020) ................................................................................ Susan LaBarr
  Text by Jan Richardson

We Shall Overcome (2017) ...........................................arr. Tesfa Yohannes Wondemagegnehu
 Treble Voice setting by Ciara Cornelius

JAM! (Jom-Ayuh-Mari!) (2021) ................................................................................ Tracy Wong

“In colloquial Malay, Jam, ayuh, and mari all have similar meanings – “come, let’s go!” In es-
sence, the music is saying “Come, let’s go make some music together and sing while passing 
time! Leave your worries for a while.” -Tracy Wong

Hope (2014) .......................................................................................................Bruce W. Tippette
 Text by Emily Dickinson

Be Like the Bird (2009) .............................................................................................Abbie Betinis
       Text by Victor Hugo
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To support the work of the School of Music, consider joining the Friends of Music. 
For more information on how to join, visit:

https://www2.naz.edu/school-music/friends-music
or use the QR code below.



ABOUT Kyle Sackett
Kyle Sackett, is the vocal music teacher at Webster Thomas High School (Webster, NY) 
and currently serves as conductor of the Nazareth University Treble Choir. A native of 
Rochester, NY, Kyle has experienced an extensive career as a singer, vocal teacher, and 
conductor in a variety of musical styles. 

Kyle has completed the doctoral coursework for a DMA in Voice and a minor in Choral 
Conducting at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where his research focuses on vocal 
versatility and skill building for the contemporary choral musician. His interest in this 
topic was born from his frequent work with new-music vocal ensembles such as Con-
stellation Men’s Ensemble and The Crossing, the latter of which he has performed with 
throughout the country and been nominated for three Grammy Awards in the category of 
Best Choral Performance. Other top choral organizations he has performed and recorded 
with include: Music of the Baroque (Chicago), Chicago A Cappella, Grant Park Symphony 
Chorus (Chicago), Chicago Symphony Chorus, Bella Voce (Chicago), Vocális Chamber 
Choir (Buffalo), and Berkshire Choral International, where he served as a faculty member 
for multiple seasons. 

For years, Kyle worked extensively both teaching and performing in the Midwest. He 
taught music theater voice within the Theatre Conservatory at the Chicago College of 
Performing Arts at Roosevelt University. Prior, he taught at Carthage College (Kenosha, 
WI) from 2015-18, teaching both classical and music theater voice. Kyle has performed 
operatically with Haymarket Opera Company, Chicago Opera Theatre, Opera Atelier, and 
Opera for the Young, and was a frequent oratorio soloist around Chicagoland. Kyle is also 
an original member of the Chicago-based chamber group Constellation Men’s Ensemble 
(CME). His work with CME included commissioning, programming, and producing new 
works to expand the tenor/bass choral canon, as well as leading the organization in ed-
ucational engagement opportunities for young singers. He holds the M.M. in Voice and 
Opera Performance from Northwestern University and the B.M. in Music Education from 
SUNY Fredonia (Fredonia, NY).
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ABOUT Linda Boianova  
Linda Boianova has been on the faculty at the Eastman School of Music, Alfred Univer-
sity, SUNY Geneseo, Nazareth University and the court of the Sultan of Oman as a per-
former and teacher. A graduate of the Eastman School of Music, Dr. Boianova premieres 
new music as a singer and pianist, coaches Russian, Arabic, French, German, Italian and 
Spanish lyric diction and instrumental chamber music.
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ABOUT Ciara Cornelius
Ciara Cornelius is a multi-faceted musician with a diverse artistic background. Born and 
raised in Brooklyn, NY, Ciara participated with the Brooklyn Youth Chorus starting at 
the age of ten and sang with them through high school. She has sung under the batons of 
many conductors, such as Lorin Maazel, Leon Botstein, John Adams, and Ludwig Wicki. 
She has also performed on David Letterman with the band Manchester Orchestra, and has 
collaborated on works with Grammy-award winning artists in The National and Arcade 
Fire. Through this work, her love for music quickly developed from a hobby into a deeply 
fulfilling career in music.

Ciara holds a Bachelor of Arts in Music from the Aaron Copland School of Music at 
Queens College (CUNY). She is the current Graduate Assistant for the Nazareth Uni-
versity School of Music’s Treble Choir and is pursuing her MSED in Music Education at 
Nazareth University with conducting studies under Dr. Eric Rubinstein. While working 
towards her degree, she is also a General Music/4th and 5th Grade Chorus Teacher in 
Penfield Central School District.
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