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Characteristics of Perspectives-Enduring Questions Courses 
P-EQ
Perspectives (P)
Perspectives Enduring Questions courses, or P-EQs, present breadth in liberal studies. They serve as an introduction to eight areas: history, literature, mathematics, natural sciences, philosophy, religious studies, social sciences, and visual and performing arts. Each course strives to foster in students an appreciation for multiple perspectives within a discipline. Participation in the group of courses promotes an appreciation for diverse perspectives across disciplines and invites students to contrast modes of inquiry. There is intentional engagement with the disciplines’ ways of thinking and knowing, in addition to their distinctive contents.

At this level, students develop the facility to reason effectively, incorporating foundational skills in writing, reading, listening, speaking, and logical, mathematical and scientific reasoning. They begin to practice higher-order capabilities in analysis, integration, and application of arguments and information. Particular Student Learning Outcomes are housed in certain areas of P-EQ courses are assessed periodically using the Core College-wide rubrics in P@N.
Enduring Questions Framework (EQ)
Each P-EQ course has, at its center, a faculty-chosen enduring or messy question. Enduring or messy questions have no obvious answer and have been asked and answered in various ways for millennia. These sorts of questions are threaded throughout students’ academic learning experience, allowing for sustained scholarly dialogues regarding specific questions within the core curriculum. 

From each Perspectives course, students will select one or more artifact(s) that will be retained in the Core Portfolio in P@N. The artifact is intended to be an existing piece of academic work created during the course—perhaps a paper, presentation, project, performance, etc. In addition to this EQ artifact, students submit an EQ Reflection that prompts them to make connections between the course EQ and the course content, as well as to reflect on the development of their learning. Instructors create these prompts in relation to the Core EQ Reflection rubric. Students will then archive these artifacts and reflections in P@N to be available when, in the Core Milestone Experience, they reflect on their core experience at Nazareth College. This process will provide an ongoing engagement with enduring or messy questions as students progress through the Core Curriculum. 
Informal Writing

In addition to formal writing, which is promoted through essays, projects, scholarly reflections, and exams, all P-EQ courses will be infused with informal writing strategies. Faculty are not teaching writing per se, but using writing-to-learn activities to complement and support content-area expertise. 
Cultural and Global Goals
All P-EQ courses are expected to address one or both of the goals:

· Goal I: Address skills, methods, concepts and/or theories that will enable students to investigate and transcend socio-cultural boundaries.

· Goal II: Explore the idea that social and political forces affecting our lives are not confined to the internal workings of the United States, North America or Western Europe. If a course does focus on these internal workings, it must in addition explore the experiences of some of the marginalized population groups within these regions and/or urgent domestic issues as linked to global patterns and transnational processes.

Core Curriculum Student Learning Outcomes

Perspectives Enduring Questions courses are one part of the Core Curriculum.

Students’ learning experiences in each P-EQ course should contribute to their accomplishment of (some of) the Core Student Learning Outcomes listed below.

After completing the Core Curriculum, students will be able to:

· Describe and reflect on the learning process 

· Identify, reflect on, and compare different worldviews, philosophies and spiritualities including one’s own

· Evaluate the ethical implications of decisions 

· Appreciate, evaluate and explore aesthetic experiences 

· Explore, evaluate and articulate personal values 

· Integrate and apply academic skills to understanding practical experiences and problems found in our world

· Demonstrate knowledge of different disciplinary perspectives used to understand and explain the human experience

· Read and write with clarity and precision

· Speak with clarity and precision and actively listen to formal and informal discourse

· Effectively confront and solve problems using quantitative and qualitative methods

· Identify, evaluate and engage in scientific and empirical modes of inquiry

· Communicate information symbolically, visually, numerically, and verbally

· Rationally and objectively apply criteria in order to evaluate and question information or ideas
· Individually and collaboratively articulate multiple solutions to problems or questions, and evaluate those solutions in both disciplinary and multidisciplinary contexts

· Identify, access, evaluate, manipulate & use information effectively from a variety of sources

· Demonstrate the technological skills necessary for personal and scholarly activities

· Describe and evaluate, from various perspectives, the historical construction of cultures, including one’s own
· Interact effectively in various social and cultural settings
Characteristics of Perspectives Enduring Questions First Year Seminar Courses

FYS
First Year Seminar courses are Perspectives Enduring Questions courses (having all the characteristics found on p. 1 of this document) that are, in addition, designed to engage first year students in college-level learning and the Nazareth College Core Curriculum. As such, the main differences between an FYS and a P-EQ version of the same course are twofold: First Year Seminars serve as students’ introduction to the core, and they are taught with specific pedagogies. First Year Seminars are considered a high-impact practice.
FYS courses engage students in oral communication, informal writing, and active learning as they join the Nazareth College learning community. In addition, FYS courses provide students with opportunities to begin to identify an enduring or messy question(s) that they find meaningful. They are made aware of the process of and purpose for selecting an Enduring Questions artifact in each P-EQ course, and are guided through this process as they do it for the first time. Students will consider Integrative Studies options related to their personal goals and interests. The FYS introduces the core portfolio in P@N as a tool for collection, reflection and integration throughout the course of undergraduate study. 
Although FYS courses are disciplinary courses, they serve a broader purpose in the Core Curriculum. All FYS courses are open to all first year students regardless of major.

Logistically these 3-credit disciplinary FYS courses have an enrollment cap of 20 students, and the students are co-requisitely taking a 1-credit graded Academic College Success (ACS) course that addresses transitional issues between high school and the four-year college environment and is based on the College’s definition of Student Success. There will be a common syllabus for all ACS sections. 
There may be an opportunity to link First Year Experience (FYE) living arrangements with an FYS section, or with ACS sections.
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