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Characteristics of Integrative Studies 

IS
The Goals & Spirit of Integrative Studies

Integrative Studies develops depth of knowledge by providing students opportunities to explore a particular enduring question or interest in three upper-level courses.
 Integrative Studies is characterized as follows:

· Choice: Students choose their Integrative Studies courses (it is not mandated by their program) based upon their own interests outside their major program of study (these interests can, however, be related to their major).

· Responsibility: Students must demonstrate their integration of selected materials from the various components of the core.

· Opportunity for Reflection: Students will have the opportunity to reflect on their Integrative Studies in an authentic Core Milestone Experience, the value of which is communicated to them by their program and its faculty.

Integration: What it Means
Integration happens throughout the Core Curriculum, but what and how the various parts of the Core are integrated takes different forms at the different levels of the Core. 

· Perspectives-Enduring Questions explore one or more questions that are enduring or messy and through this, introduce students to the content, method of inquiry and perspectives within the discipline. Consequently, these courses explicitly illustrate various questions and the ways that different disciplines ask and explore questions. Through these courses students become equipped to ask their own questions, understand what kind of questions they are asking, and successfully explore them. 

· Integrative Studies provide students the opportunity to explore a question that interests them in three advanced-level courses that are thematically connected to each other at a more advanced level. These courses provide both integration of content as well as integration with the P-EQ methods of question-asking, and question-exploring.

· The Core Milestone Experience provides students the opportunity to reflect on how they have explored their particular question in the context of their three Integrative Studies courses (and, if possible, their Experiential Learning), and used the methods of question-exploration as founded in their P-EQ experience. 

The Three Courses

The courses that make up a student’s Integrative Studies must be 200-level or higher, and they can be any course—liberal or professional, in different disciplines or in one. (Students can even choose three 1-credit courses to count as one of their three IS courses. The only limitations are these:

· At most one of the three courses that a student takes as their Integrative Studies is a course in their major prefix (e.g., a Math major can use only one MTH course; a Music major can use only one course with a music prefix, e.g., MUS, MTR, MED, etc.) 
· P-EQ courses cannot be used as Integrative Studies courses
· Students can choose courses from their second major or minor(s) for their Integrative Studies
· Departments may not mandate a particular set of IS courses. Departments should be committed to promoting a maximum degree of freedom in students’ choice of IS courses
Students will have completed most of their P-EQ courses before they begin their Integrative Studies.

Choosing the Three Courses 
There are a number of aids to help students choose their three Integrative Studies courses:

· Integrative Studies Clusters: Faculty/staff-generated sets of courses that are intentionally integrated; they have an identifiable name and, when appropriate, a description that allows students to know what kinds of questions and issues are explored in them. Current IS Clusters can be found at www.naz.edu/core/integrative-studies.

· Integrative Studies Themes: In addition to IS Clusters, more general themes are also suggested on the Core website. 
· Advisors, Faculty, Staff & Peers: IS Clusters and Themes are not meant to restrict student choice. Students should be encouraged (by their Advisors and others) to choose other courses, or ‘mix-and-match’ courses between IS Clusters, across the disciplines, and between liberal and professional studies so long as the student can form connections between them. 
· Workshops will be offered every semester to help students choose IS courses that best fit their interests.
Teaching in an IS Cluster

Because every upper-level course can potentially be used as an IS course, a standard paragraph will be included on all upper-level syllabi which reminds students how to upload their IS Artifact (see below). All faculty who teach upper-level courses should encourage their students to integrate the material in their course with material from other courses. 
IS Artifacts

From each potential IS course, students will select one or more artifact(s) that they think pertains to the exploration of their question, and is representative of the work they did in the course. Artifacts are intended to be an existing piece of academic work created during the course—perhaps a paper, presentation, project, performance, etc. Like in P-EQ courses, students will then archive the artifact in their core portfolio in P@N. 

Core Milestone Experience (CME)
Having completed two of their IS courses, and either during or after their third IS course, students will enroll in a 0-credit course entitled the ‘Core Milestone Experience’.
 In this course students reflect formally on their collected P-EQ and IS artifacts with respect to their intellectual journey connected to their particular question. 
This 0-credit course will be facilitated by faculty with graduate student support. While it is 0-credit for students, facilitating 50 students through this process is equivalent to a regular 3-credit course. Faculty responsibilities will include: 

· Being trained as a ‘CME Instructor’ (e.g., attending a CME workshop)

· Having four meetings with the fifty students in three smaller groups of 16 or 17, for a total of nine meetings. The four meetings are structured around the following themes: (1) Preparation, (2) Proposal, (3) Progress, and (4) Presentation.
· Facilitating conversations between students who are engaged in the same CME group so that students can share the outcomes of their Integrative Studies and, overall, the Core Curriculum

· Evaluating the students’ work and providing feedback 

· Supporting students in their preparation of a public version of their work that will be shared with other students in the same section
· Nominating outstanding work for inclusion in the annual CARS celebration 
· Participating in assessment activities and meetings related to supporting and refining Integrative Studies in the Core Curriculum

· Engaging in assessment of Core Student Learning Outcomes in randomly selected Core Portfolios (supported by Institutional Research and the Director of P@N)

Graduate students will support this process by providing technical assistance to students. Every effort will be made to keep this equivalent to a 3-credit course for faculty (through the pilots and beyond).

College resources required and other logistics:

· Five faculty members per semester teach the CME. One of the five is the Director of the Core Curriculum. The remaining four are full-time faculty members from any department

· This ratio (five faculty : fifty students) is a model that is meant to ensure fairness. If it not meant to preclude other equivalent possibilities: e.g., 1-credit course with 16-17 students.  

· Funds to hire adjuncts (if necessary) to cover the courses usually taught by these faculty members will be administered through the Office of the Director of the Core. This adjunct budget will be distinct from other adjunct budgets.

· Faculty members are nominated to teach a CME by their Chair and/or Dean

· The Director of the Core Curriculum will be responsible for: 

· Ensuring that the appropriate number of sections of CME are offered each semester

· Appropriately ‘training’ CME Instructors
· Coordinating assessment of CME sections (with Director of P@N)

· Coordinating assessment of Core SLOs in randomly selected Core Portfolios (with Director of P@N)

· Monitoring student choice in the various majors 
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Creating an IS Cluster Form

Submitted by (name of faculty member): ___________________________________________

Date:  __________________________
E-mail:  __________________________________

Title of IS Cluster:  _____________________________________________________________

Description of IS Cluster: ________________________________________________________
	Course Number & Title
	Is course a major requirement? If so, which one?
	Prerequisites
	Frequency of course offering
	Delivery Environment
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Experiential Learning that could be integrated with the IS Cluster:________________________

Health & Wellness activity that could be integrated with the IS Cluster: ____________________

____________________________________________________________________________
Departmental Approval & Acknowledgement
(To be signed by those department chairs whose courses are listed as part of this IS Cluster. Departments are committing to offering the course as often as is indicated above.)

______________________________

___________________________________

Signature





Signature

______________________________

___________________________________

Signature





Signature

______________________________

___________________________________

Signature





Signature

______________________________

___________________________________

Signature





Signature

____________________________________________________________________________

Core Curriculum Approval

Core Curriculum Committee Approval Date:

___________________________________

Signature of Director of Core Curriculum:

___________________________________

Date IS Cluster posted on Core Website:

___________________________________
� ‘Upper-level’ course is defined here as 200-level or higher that is not a P-EQ course.


� Ideally, students will also have completed their Experiential Learning and Health & Wellness requirements before enrolling in the CME. These two requirements are explained in Characteristics of Experiential Learning and Characteristics of Health & Wellness.





