2009 Grant Vignettes
Rebecca Achtman (CAS)
The purpose of my project, Neuropsychology Course Development, was to develop a new course to introduce students to the field of Neuropsychology and to start a video library of patients with specific neuropsychological disorders. These videos will help students see the extent and specificity of the deficits involved when particular parts of the brain are damaged or missing.
To accomplish this, I made connections with colleagues who work with patients with particular neuropsychological disorders to gain access to some of their patient recordings. I went through a lot of footage and transferred some older videos into digital format for ease of use in the classroom.
Thus far I have managed to put together a small collection of relevant videos. I concentrated mainly on language and spatial attention disorders.
With the following interesting results…

As I have not yet taught this course, I don’t know the impact on the students, but I think it will greatly enhance their learning. The videos of subjects being tested and doing specific tasks should make difficult concepts easier to master.

The Nazareth Identity Pillar that I feel fits my project is - Connection.
Daniel Birmajer (CAS)
The purpose of my project, Financial Mathematics, was to develop a course in Financial Mathematics that will provide a solid foundation for students who would like to embark on financial or actuarial careers.
To accomplish this, I designed the syllabus of the new course to coincide with the required topics for the Financial Mathematics (FM/2) joint exam of the Society of Actuaries (SOA) and the Casualty Actuarial Society (CAS). 
Thus far the Financial Mathematics course is being offered as a sequel of MTH 314, Introduction to Probability. Among the more relevant topics, the course covers the mathematical foundations of interest theory, arbitrage, options, futures and swaps. These two courses, along with the Calculus sequence and Statistics, would constitute the core topics for an Actuarial Sciences track for math majors.
With the following interesting results…

We have now 5 mathematics majors taking this elective course.
The Nazareth Identity Pillars that I feel fit my project are – Challenge, Connection, and Preparation.
Doot Bokelman and Cathy Sweet (CAS)
The purpose of our project, Creating an Interdisciplinary Service Learning Program, was to create a central topic or high school unit plan for the Ganondagan State Historic Site that would provide the basis for Nazareth students to build on in future courses.

To accomplish this, we worked with Native American community members from Ganondagan to determine what type of project would be most beneficial for students and created exemplars and programs for future use.

Thus far we have created several “Teacher Sheets” for Ganondagan as exemplars, edited and formatted two children’s books, and planned a winter art exhibition.

With the following interesting results…

Working collaboratively with the representatives from Ganondagan we were able to design original projects that were more beneficial to both our community partners and Nazareth students and that brought in additional community partnerships (Industry School).

The Nazareth Identity Pillar that we feel fits our project is – Connection.
Cristina Carrasco (CAS)
The purpose of my project, Gender Constructions in Contemporary Spanish Film and Narrative (New course and article for publication), was to offer our students an interdisciplinary course in Spanish film and narrative that will also count as an elective for the Women and Gender Studies major and as a PII in literature. On the other hand, it offers our students the possibility of taking interdisciplinary courses and learning to analyze other cultural artifacts, such as film. Ultimately, I hope to help students develop awareness and understanding of the culture of Spain through its visual arts, politics, sociology, and literature, but most importantly to understand Spain as it is today. I do intend to challenge students’ preconceived ideas of Spain as the land of flamenco and bullfighting.

To accomplish this, I developed and I am currently teaching an interdisciplinary course that explores Gender Constructions in Contemporary Spanish Narrative and Cinema. We critically look at works of different authors from different theoretical and critical perspectives including feminist and film theory. We pay attention to how political, historical and sociological changes, since the Civil War (1936-39) to the present, have shaped narrative and film in Spain. We are discussing questions such as: How does gender shape national or individual identity? What role does feminist theory play in the discourse of contemporary authors and filmmakers? 
Thus far I have created the course and I am teaching it this Fall 2009. I will use part of the content for my ongoing research on negative representations of women in recent immigration films.

The Nazareth Identity Pillars that I feel fit my project are – Challenge, Connection, and Innovation.
Leanne Charlesworth (HHS)
The purpose of my project was to complete a research effort entitled A Cross-Cultural Exploration of Factors Influencing Educational Resilience. 

To accomplish this, I collaborated with the other researchers engaged in the project and traveled to Copan, Honduras. I also completed a brief, intensive Spanish language program at the Guacamaya Spanish School. 

Thus far, we have completed preliminary analysis of qualitative interview data and a review of the related research literature. We have discovered that our findings are generally consistent with those of similar research studies focusing upon the relationships between educational resilience and personal, family, and community factors. 

An interesting and unexpected discovery is the important and diverse ways in which sibling relationships impacted educational success among the youth in our sample. I will co-present a summary of this work (Re-Defining Family Support: Understanding Educational Resilience in Rural Honduras) at the Association of Childhood Education International annual conference in April, 2010. My involvement in this project is facilitating examination of content addressed within the human development (SWK 305: Human Behavior & the Social Environment II) course I will teach this spring. I also remain interested in expanding linkages between the Nazareth Social Work Department and the local Latino community.

The Nazareth Identity Pillar that I feel fits my project is – Connection.
Rui Cheng (SoE)
The purpose of my project, Innovative Curriculum Development: Advanced English Proficiency, was to help students in the TESOL for International Educators program to examine approaches to teaching English language learners who aim to make the leap from “intermediate” proficiency to “advanced” ability, to develop techniques for the instruction of pronunciation, to develop the ability to critique samples of English language learners speaking and writing in order to plan appropriate instruction to develop an understanding of the role of pragmatics to become familiar with idiomatic expressions, and to be able to design individualized plans of information using available resources.
To accomplish this I designed a new course, “Advanced English Language Proficiency” and delivered the course in summer 2009.  Students in this course refined their techniques for helping English learners through language acquisition software and various pedagogical strategies. Students worked with a group of English learners from a Chinese university via different types of technology. They collected oral and written samples from these students in order to determine appropriate goals and objectives for instruction and appropriate pedagogy to reach these goals.
Thus far I have successfully run the course. Results of such a collaborative project indicated that Chinese EFL (English as a Foreign Language) students benefited tremendously. They gained useful strategies and made progress in every aspect of English proficiency. TESOL for International Educators students regarded this as one of the most meaningful projects and developed more interest in teaching English abroad. And both Chinese EFL and TESOL students became more confident in using computer technology.

With the following interesting results…

I plan to incorporate this collaborative model when I teach this course again in summer 2010.

The Nazareth Identity Pillar that I feel fits my project is - Preparation.
Rui Cheng (SoE)
The purpose of my project, Computer-mediated Scaffolding in L2 Students' Academic Literacy Development (Completion and publication of an existing project), was to explore the role of computer-mediated peer-to-peer scaffolding in students’ development of academic literacy in the discourse community of applied linguistics. 
To accomplish this, I conducted a case study with a group of non-native English speaking graduate students in order to examine their development of academic literacy in a series of teacher training courses. Data were gathered from multiple sources such as questionnaires, online discussion entries, students’ written assignments, and interviews. The various sources of data were analyzed qualitatively using different methods and allowed data triangulation.

Thus far I have finished the manuscript, which is accepted for publication by the CALLCO Journal.
With the following interesting results…

Computer-mediated communication allowed two-way collective scaffolding, which played an important role in facilitating the participants’ development of academic literacy skills. More specifically, computer-mediated collective scaffolding helped the students orient themselves to the writing tasks, provided participants opportunities to rehearse writing and negotiate revisions of writing, and allowed them to develop an understanding of academic citation conventions.

The Nazareth Identity Pillar that I feel fits my project is - Innovation. 

Clare Counihan (CAS)
The purpose of my project, The Distractions of Desire: Genre Experimentation and Southern African Women's Literature, was to identify how my project fits into and contributes to the existing field of study. I also wanted to determine which texts I will focus on and how. 
To accomplish this, I read very widely in southern Africa literature and criticism over the summer. I noted the general trends in the scholarship of the area, and I plotted out the chapters of the manuscript.

Thus far I have gathered secondary material for drafting the first chapter. 

The Nazareth Identity Pillars that I feel fit my project are – Challenge and Innovation.
Deana Darling, Kerry Dunn, and C.J. Potter (SoE)
The purpose of my project, Authentic Elementary Student Profiles, was to begin the process of creating dynamic and interactive “student profiles” which could be used by instructors and students throughout the Department of Inclusive Childhood Education.

To accomplish this, we began with a survey of full and part time faculty members asking them to identify the student data/information which would be most beneficial to include in a profile from which our graduate students would base professional decisions about instruction, intervention and practice. From there, we sifted through the responses and current research to identify the assessments, issues, and ideas to include in these profiles. We spent a significant amount of time discussing proposed data sources/educational issues – carefully weighing each aspect to include, thereby creating profiles which would be authentic representations of student learners, while meeting the needs of several course instructors, existing projects and actual use.

Thus far we have created two “student profiles” through a wiki with hyper-links to supporting websites. These are comprised of precisely crafted information including: multiple standardized testing data points (high-stakes, norm/criterion, teacher-generated, etc.), teacher comments, and parental insight. Each profile also has an attached blog for instructor and student dialogue. We have met with our full-time faculty to receive their initial assessment. This feedback is essential for us to fine-tune the current format/content and modify the project before it is rolled out to the entire full and part time faculty and students.

With the following interesting results…

The initial feedback has been incredibly positive and many department members are hoping that we expand the scope of the project. We will continue to work on this through this academic year and hope to continue working on this into next summer.

The Nazareth Identity Pillars that we feel fit our project are – Connection, Innovation, and Preparation.
Virginia David (HHS)
The purpose of my project, Social Work and Ethics (Development of an elective in Social Work), was to develop a discrete elective course in social work and ethics that builds on students’ knowledge of the core values, ethical principles, and standards of the National Association of Social Workers’ Code of Ethics. All social work students (in both the BSW and MSW programs) are exposed to the NASW Code at different times throughout their professional education. The course as proposed (and as developed) goes beyond the basics of professional ethics and includes readings on moral philosophy. Students will be provided the opportunity to demonstrate an in-depth ability to apply ethical theory, rank-ordering, and ethical reasoning to ethical dilemmas in professional practice by examining moral philosophy and critically reflecting on one’s own value system.  

To accomplish this, I reviewed over 50 scholarly articles on the subject as well as numerous book chapters. I spoke with social work field instructors inquiring as to the ethical decision making evident in their settings and with their colleagues. I reviewed numerous course syllabi to find examples of courses similar to the one I proposed, but frankly, found little that met what I considered essential for the framework of this course.

Thus far I have developed an extensive bibliography, drafted a syllabus, and submitted a proposal (with a colleague) to a statewide conference on the topic of ethics and social work practice in the 21st century drawing on much of the summer research on this topic area. The Social Work department has arranged for David Kaczynski to be the Helen Guthrie Memorial Lecturer in the spring 2010 semester. As the Executive Director of New Yorkers for Alternatives to the Death Penalty, and the brother of the "Unabomber", Mr. Kaczynski’s lecture will be required for students enrolled in the course.
With the following interesting results… 

Until the course is taught in the spring semester 2010, it would be difficult to say what are the ‘following interesting results.’ 

The Nazareth Identity Pillars that I feel fit my project are – Connection and Preparation.
Lisa Durant-Jones and Carol Brownstein-Evans (HHS)
The purpose of our project, Interdisciplinary/Interprofessional Faculty Development: Transforming Education through Collaboration, was to develop an innovative course/module which would enhance interprofessional/interdisciplinary interaction across programs and the Schools on campus. Our goal was to provide a comprehensive structure for the preparation of students to work collaboratively and interprofessionally from a variety of content and specialty areas.  

To accomplish this, we developed a model for a course entitled Contemporary Issues in Interprofessional Education. We have also developed several proposals for engaging the campus in professional development in this area.

Thus far we have developed the syllabus for the course and have established two venues for professional development on campus for fall 2009 and spring 2010. 

The Nazareth Identity Pillars that we feel fit our project are – Innovation and Preparation.
Shannon Elliott and Cathy Sweet (CAS)
The purpose of our project, Electronic Portfolio Research, was to create a formal process for collecting and assessing art education students’ electronic portfolios. This includes: (1) written criteria for the student electronic portfolio, (2) exemplars and instructional guides, (3) program assessment (electronic format), (4) system to compile assessment data for departmental and TEAC reviews, and (5) storage system for record retention and image archive.
To accomplish this, we created PowerPoint templates for all four art education programs for students to use as part of their new electronic portfolio. In addition, we completed the: (1) written criteria for the student electronic portfolio, (2) exemplars and instructional guides, (3) program assessment (electronic format), (4) system to compile assessment data for departmental and TEAC reviews, and (5) storage system for record retention and image archive. The written criteria, PowerPoint templates, and instructional guides are uploaded to Blackboard within each culminating course.

Thus far we are in mid-semester.

With the following interesting results…

It is too soon to tell.

The Nazareth Identity Pillars that we feel fit our project are – Innovation and Challenge. We were faced with a problem that needed solving and we invented a possible solution.

Nevan Fisher (CAS)
The purpose of my project, “Age of the Samurai Warrior" New Course Development, was to create a new course offering in Imperial Japanese history that would attract a broad following of students both within and outside the major (will be listed as an upper-level G, PII). Offer content, analysis, and various research projects from a variety of viewpoints, sources, and media.

To accomplish this, I have purchased 12 new feature-length films for the College library collection that deal solely with Japanese culture, gender, and class during the 1000 year span of history that I will cover in the Age of the Samurai course. I have purchased 10 new monographs or anthologies on Imperial Japan. I conducted extensive Internet searches of similar courses on Japanese history that are offered at other universities. I am using this to compile a list of “must read” texts, as well as identify common themes and topics that are standard fare in an upper-level history course on Japan from 800-1800 CE. 

Thus far I have created a preliminary bibliography of sources for my own research purposes as well as for the course syllabus; constructed the bare bones outline of that syllabus, selecting key unit topics; and narrowed down films to be shown in class versus those assigned individually to student groups.

With the following interesting results…

I can’t really even begin to explore this particular category until I resume my intensive examination of the topic in 2 years time. Thus, the end of summer of 2011 will be a more appropriate time for me to contemplate “interesting results…”

The Nazareth Identity Pillars that I feel fit my project are - ALL 4!! Any course offered at the College should address each of these pillars in order to be of relevance to our students! Who wants to take a course that isn’t challenging, doesn’t forge connections with other cultures or modes of learning, isn’t innovative in approach and appreciation of a unique culture, and doesn’t prepare students to better understand the world around them, or how to succeed in that world through better communication skills, either written, oral, or interpersonal!
Yousef George (CAS)
The purpose of my project, The Mackey Analogy, was to begin an investigation of an analogy proposed by George Mackey in the 1970s between the representations of Lie groups and their associated Cartan Motion groups. In essence, Mackey suggested that there ought to be an analogy between the symmetries of curved (i.e. relativistic) space and flat (i.e. quantum) space, and the long term goal of the project was to make this analogy precise, and prove its validity. In addition, there is a strong connection between Mackey’s analogy and the Baum-Connes Conjecture – an important and far-reaching open problem in geometry, and this work represents the first step in building a bridge between these two problems.

In order to accomplish this, I worked on strengthening and extending some interesting results that arose from my dissertation. The most tangible result was formulation and proof of a precise version of the analogy for the special linear groups. A first draft of a paper explaining this result has been completed and will be submitted for publication in the near future.

With the following interesting results…

Perhaps the most exciting result from the project was that by working through the specific example of the special linear group, I was able to formulate a precise statement of the analogy in complete generality. Proving this would bring a satisfying conclusion to Mackey’s work, and open doors to new applications.

The Nazareth Identity Pillars that I feel fit my project are – Challenge, Connection, and Innovation.

Sara Gombatto (HHS)
The purpose of my project, Relationship between Diagnostic Subgroups of People with Low Back Pain Using Three Different Classification Systems - A Pilot Study, was to examine the relationship between three clinical classification systems used for diagnosing a low back pain problem in physical therapy practice.  
To accomplish this, I worked with a local physical therapy clinician and practice owner. We recruited participants with low back pain from his physical therapy clinic as well as the Nazareth College Musculoskeletal Clinic. For each participant, we each conducted a physical therapy examination for low back pain, using different clinical classification systems.  Based on the examinations with each system, we each provided a clinical diagnosis for the low back pain problem. We subsequently discussed our findings, compared the diagnoses with each system, and developed a plan for physical therapy intervention that considered the diagnosis from both systems. We are in the process of tracking the types of physical therapy intervention strategies used and outcomes with physical therapy. 

Thus far we have collected data on 9 subjects with low back pain.  Based on the clinical examinations, our findings support our hypotheses that the majority of patients with low back pain are assigned the diagnosis of “posterior” or “posterior-lateral derangement” using the McKenzie system.  However, the same patients may have movement diagnoses ranging from “rotation”, “flexion-rotation”, or “extension-rotation” using the Movement System Impairment classification system.  Such findings suggest that utilizing one system in physical therapy practice may not be comprehensive to appropriately and thoroughly diagnose a low back pain problem.

The Nazareth Identity Pillar that I feel fits my project is – Connection. Connection between the college and the community physical therapy clinic. Connection between different approaches to physical therapy diagnosis and intervention.

Zbigniew Granat (CAS)
The purpose of my project, Publication of a research paper entitled "The Total Art-Work Known as Carre: Karlheinz Stockhausen's Concept of Moment Form Revisited," was to complete and publish a scholarly paper devoted to the concept of moment form invented by a twentieth-century composer Karlheinz Stockhausen. Since Stockhausen’s notion of “moment form” has frequently been misunderstood in musicological literature, I intended to offer some new insight into this phenomenon and show that the main aspect of moment form consists in abolishing the conventional correspondence between the composed structure and its perception. I also attempted to show that Stockhausen’s concept must be understood as a compositional idea that redefines the traditional aesthetic categories by incorporating into music ideas taken from various non-musical arts. 

To accomplish this, I had conducted research on the subject in order to incorporate the latest scholarship in the field.  

Thus far I have written a draft of the paper relying on my earlier research on the subject. I have also evaluated the most recent scholarship relevant to my topic and identified gaps and inconsistencies, which I then addressed and clarified in the second draft of my paper.  

With the following interesting results… 
I intend to complete the paper in the next few months and publish my findings in a monograph devoted to twentieth-century musical avant-garde.  

The Nazareth Identity Pillars that I feel fit my project are – Connection and Innovation.
Shanna Jamanis (SoE)
The purpose of my project, The Penfield Project: Supporting Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders, was that Autism has always been viewed as a “disease” and much work needs to be done to deconstruct the stereotypical perceptions of this culture. My purpose for attending this international conference was to collaborate with colleagues within the field of autism and share our scholarly work. These collegial conversations are essential to furthering the field and highlighting the work that is successful, purposeful, and takes into account the insights of this growing population of individuals.
To accomplish this, I presented an ongoing collaborative project between Nazareth College and Penfield Central School District to develop a personnel preparation model for creating successful educational programming for students with autism spectrum disorders (ASD’s). The model consists of two components - development and training of autism support teams, and building capacity for providing appropriate education to students with ASD’s district-wide. In doing this, I was able to receive feedback on my scholarly work from important international scholars in the field of ASDs.
Thus far I have met with the support teams in Penfield to share the feedback I gained from the conference and we have begun conversations about developing a publication. I have started to incorporate some changes in our course work and the college-wide seminar on ASDs, and we have preliminary plans to offer an Autism Institute this summer for local educators.  

With the following interesting results…

I hope to continue my scholarly work examining the social construction of ASDs to influence the misperceptions that exist. In Penfield, we are in the process of developing teaching circles around this topic to focus school “interventions” in a more strength-based manner. There are many “promising practices” in the field of autism that do not account for the strengths these individuals possess and the intricacies of their learning preferences. This will be the nature of future work on this project.

The Nazareth Identity Pillar that I feel fits my project is – Innovation.
Timm Knoerzer (CAS)
The primary purpose of this phase of my project, Building Blocks for the Construction of Site Selective DNA-Binding Mini-Proteins, was to synthesize and characterize the core molecular building blocks that will enable subsequent protein functionalization. Currently, we have made considerable progress in investigating 2 different approaches to engineering building blocks that will not only allow us to functionalize it with mini-proteins, but also to control the selection of those mini-proteins that we would like to incorporate. Throughout the course of the past 18 months, we have advanced our work to the stage at which we now have within sight a molecular structure that we can adorn with mini-proteins for which we can begin to investigate its capacity to selectively bind to DNA. In addition, recent investigations in our group have led us to a design that could mark a promising new direction in the development of the central building block.  Therefore, our goal this summer is to complete the assessment of our current models and to explore the viability of this new direction.

To accomplish this, I have identified 3 potential building blocks that we may employ as the central anchor for the attachment of the synthetic mini-proteins. Two of these systems have been investigated extensively with one system being identified as the primary approach (see Approach #1 below).  Most of the preliminary assessment of viable reaction pathways was accomplished via funding provided during the summer of 2007.  In addition, further advancements and elimination of unyielding pathways were accomplished during summer 2008. The completion of the two carry-over pathways and the third method (in early stage development) will be the focus for this summer grant (2009).
Thus far I have synthesized and characterized the two key molecular building blocks that will enable subsequent protein functionalization. 
With the following interesting results…

Currently, we have determined that both of our approaches to engineering building blocks for the creation of DNA-binding mini-protein-modified tetrameric structures are viable targets from a synthetic perspective. One of the two target structures has been evaluated for its ability to undergo a critical 1,3-dipolar cycloaddition reaction that is necessary as the late stage coupling step. It appears to work very well. For the other target structure, we have successfully achieved the syntheses of the two key synthons. All in all, we achieved our objectives for the project and have set the stage for further research during the fall semester.

The Nazareth Identity Pillar that I feel fits my project is – Innovation.
Thomas Lappas (CAS)
The purpose of my project, Iroquois Temperance Societies in the 18th and 19th Centuries, was to continue my work examining the Onondaga Women's Christian Temperance Union and other elements of the Iroquois Temperance societies during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

To accomplish this, I read several articles, court cases and related materials, met with a fellow scholar of the WCTU and acquired tools to navigate the WCTU records, and visited the Six Nations Museum in Onchiota, NY where I examined the Tuscarora Temperance Society flag that is on display there, and spoke with John Fadden, the museum director, about potential oral sources for the project.

Thus far I have compiled all of this material, ordered additional materials relating to Iroquois inheritance rights in New York State, and am trying to verify the identity of an important defendant to see if she is indeed the same "Eliza Pierce" responsible for starting the WCTU among the Onondaga. 

With the following interesting results…
I don't know the results yet. 

The Nazareth Identity Pillar that I feel fits my project is – Innovation.

Mireille LeBreton (CAS)
The purpose of my project, Course Development, Innovation and Publication, was twofold: on the one hand, I had planned to carry research on the relationship between arts and immigration (and see their mutual influences) in the city of Marseille, France (15ème arrondissement) and to meet with political representatives in order to collect data on both the history of the urban development in inner-cities and on the different artistic projects being born in the 15ème arrondissement. I also had planned to work on designing a new special topic course for my students, titled: “Bledi, bledi: North-African Youth, Contested Identities and Cultures in Contemporary French Film and Literature”.
To accomplish this, I carried archival research, bought documentation for my classes, and met with two political representatives, Alain Caratini and Pierre Harnadi, in charge of the 15ème arrondissement of the city of Marseille, also traditionally known for its inner-cities called (derogatively) “les Quartiers Nords”. I interviewed them, and did a tour of the inner-cities together with them.

Thus far I have filmed the interview with the political representatives, filmed the tour of the inner-cities we did together. I am currently working on using the data collected to either make a documentary or write an article comparing the artistic development and its relationship to the history of urban development in the inner-cities of Paris, Marseille and Lilles. I have also been able to prepare a syllabus for my special topic class.

With the following interesting results…

In my special topic class, I will be linking theory to practice, by offering my students a service-learning component where they would be able to interact with the Francophone immigrant population in the Rochester area. This service-learning component will allow my students to draw comparisons between France and the US with regards to migration movements and artistic development within the Francophone migrant population.

The Nazareth Identity Pillars that I feel fit my project are – Challenge, Connection, Innovation, and Preparation.
Jennifer Leigh (SoM)
The purpose of my project, Developing More Responsible Management Education: Reviewing the New "Principles for Responsible Management Education," was to provide a descriptive overview of the United Nations Principles of Responsible Management Education initiative.
To accomplish this, I wrote a paper providing background and context for the PRME initiative by discussing the evolution of business and society field, focusing on trends supporting the development of CSR concepts and models. It also provides an overview of the PRME concepts, followed by an assessment of the opportunities and challenges for the initiative.

Thus far I presented this paper at the 2009 Eastern Academy of Management, organized a professional development workshop at the 2009 OBTC conference, and a teaching caucus at the 2009 Academy of Management Conference. Also, these initiatives fostered the development of a special issue in the Journal of Management Education on PRME.

With the following interesting results…

There is a growing movement within management education to incorporate sustainability and corporate social responsibility content into the mainstream curriculum. These educators are highly interested in discussing this topic and networking with those working in this domain.

The Nazareth Identity Pillar that I feel fits my project is – Innovation.
Jennifer Leigh (SoM)
The purpose of my project, Information Literacy for MA & MS Students, was to understand best practices for developing information literacy competencies in graduate students. 

To accomplish this, I conducted a comprehensive literature review on information literacy practices in various types of graduate populations (distance learning, theological, business, etc.).

Thus far I have found that there is no empirical comparison of the three main instructional designs for information literacy instruction (self-directed, traditional lecture & experiential).  The Research Readiness Self-Assessment (RRSA) is a strong assessment instrument that will assist me in determining whether or not there is a significant difference in instructional design approaches at the graduate level.

With the following interesting results…TBD. 

The Nazareth Identity Pillar that I feel fits my project is – Innovation.
Mario Martinez (CAS) – 20th Analytical Techniques Applications in Vocal Performance Practice and its Implications in the Curricular Design of Voice Related Courses

Kimberly McGann (CAS)
The purpose of my project, Claims, Conflict, and Control: Newsworkers as Primary Claims-Makers after Hurricane Katrina, was to revise a chapter of my dissertation so it was of appropriate scope and length for peer-reviewed publication and also appropriate for use in my Mass Media and Popular Culture class. The chapter in question proposes a change to a theoretical model called social constructionism that is used by sociologists to examine how objective conditions become social problems in the mind of the public and policy makers. In this theoretical model primary claims-makers compete for public attention about an issue by making claims about the scope/nature/importance of objective conditions. The media is generally considered a secondary claims-maker in this process. Newsworkers might repeat or expand the message of primary claims-makers, but they are generally not thought to initiate claims or have ownership of problems themselves. In this chapter I argue that during the coverage of Hurricane Katrina the media acted as a primary rather than secondary claims-maker as the usual relationship between newsworkers and sources/authority was reversed.

To accomplish this, the chapter was over 45 pages long and needed to be revised down to about 20. I reviewed the original source data, updated the literature review to include relevant work that has been done in the past two years since completing my dissertation, and began creating a new section with information on the media’s role as a primary claims-maker in the war in Iraq and the presidential election.
Thus far I have done the revisions stated above and sent the article to two colleagues from SUNY Buffalo for input before submission to a journal (further revisions based on their input should increase the chances for publication.)

With the following interesting results…

The whole project is interesting!

The Nazareth Identity Pillar that I feel fits my project is – Connection.

Mitch Messina and Rich Hartmann (CAS)
The purpose of my project, Experimenting with Glass - Construction and Utilization of a Biodiesel Fired Glass Furnace, was to construct a biodiesel fired kiln for melting and working glass.

To accomplish this, we modified an existing raku kiln for melting and working glass, experimented with burner settings, began to look into crucible shape and design for our set up.

Thus far we built a kiln, modified it for melting glass, melted glass, and attempted to blow glass objects.

With the following interesting results…

We realized that we need more heat! We need to rework crucible design, burner capacity, and perhaps kiln size.

The Nazareth Identity Pillar that we feel fits our project is – Connection.

Sekile Nzinga-Johnson (CAS)
The purpose of my project, Being Dr. Mama: Risks, Resilience & Resistance, was to revisit participants from my 2002 “Being Dr. Mama” research project to explore their ongoing experiences as Black mother-academics. I chose to reconnect with these participants at this time because most of them have recently undergone tenure and promotion processes at their respective institutions. This data point is a key indicator of their success and barriers to success thus far. 
To accomplish this, I traveled to several locations within the US and had to also follow up with phone interviews when necessary. I gained a renewed sense of depth regarding their stories after meeting with participants. Most had continued to face institutionalized racism and sexism, which manifested itself in not being promoted/tenured and being overworked or underemployed. The focus of my project shifted and I was able to use my visits to explore whether these participants would be interested in submitting their stories in their own words. In sum, this new data changed the scope of my project and has taken it in a new direction towards an edited volume.

Thus far I have interviewed most of the original sample. I submitted a call for papers on HNet and received 8 abstracts to be included in the edited volume. In addition, I drafted an introduction and the beginnings of a book proposal to be submitted to a publishing company. I chose not to submit my work to the 2009 National Women’s Studies Association conference but will be attending it to recruit more people who may be interested in contributing to the volume. I plan to submit my work to the Being and Thinking as an Academic Mother: Theory and Narrative Symposium at the Simone de Beauvoir Institute at Concordia University.

With the following interesting results…

I have received a wide variety of support from academics across the nation. I have had to extend the CFP deadline because so many scholars are just becoming aware of the initiative after returning from the summer. I have used my project to begin dialogues about work-life issues here at Nazareth as well as with other local colleges. 

The Nazareth Identity Pillars that I feel fit my project are – Challenge and Connection.


Lisa Perks (CAS)
The purpose of my project, Impossible Dialectics in the 2008 Presidential Election, was to analyze popular culture portrayals of Sarah Palin, traced through the terministic screens of sexualized mother on one hand and the burlesque buffoon on the other. This analysis relates to broader concerns about impossible dialectics in liberal feminism (assertive vs. bitchy, hyper-sexualized vs. prude, etc.) that work to marginalize women and subvert feminist agendas. 
To accomplish this, we needed to gather popular culture artifacts related to Sarah Palin, analyze the artifacts, and write our essay. 

Thus far my coauthor and I have been gathering popular culture texts related to Sarah Palin, including mediated impersonations, news editorials, blog stories, You Tube videos, and merchandise websites. We have not yet written our essay, but we plan to begin at the end of the fall semester. 

With the following interesting results…

The results are to be determined. We intend to submit our essay to the 2010 National Communication Association Conference, and then on to a suitable journal once we receive conference feedback. 

The Nazareth Identity Pillar that I feel fits my project is – Connection. Our project emphasizes connection because we are collaborating across the country, from different educational institutions. We also hope to share our work with others at the NCA Conference, the audience of the eventual journal outlet, and members of our respective College communities. 

Rochelle Ruffer (SoM)
The purpose of my project, New Course Preparation – Economics of Development (ECO351G), was to create a course in Development Economics. 
To accomplish this, I researched appropriate background reading in Development Economics; read the 17 books and multiple articles that helped provide me with a basis for which to help students learn about Development Economics; reviewed three textbooks in the field; planned the topics in the course and found supplemental readings for the students to use in the course; researched and reviewed eleven movies; and became familiar with the United Nation’s Millennium Development Goals and the progress that has been made on each of the eight goals.
Thus far I have enjoyed teaching the course this semester to 29 students.

With the following interesting results…

The students seem very engaged in the course and are enjoying learning about the countries in the “bottom billion”.

The Nazareth Identity Pillars that I feel fit my project are – Challenge and Connection.

Rochelle Ruffer (SoM)
The purpose of my project, Guided Inquiry in Economics, was to develop a portal to a website whose purpose is to assist instructors in learning about effective teaching methods both within and beyond their discipline. I helped construct the interactive lecture demonstrations (ILD) module on the portal. This development work is being done in collaboration with the Science Education Resource Center (SERC) at Carleton College. The goal is to provide tools to facilitate instructors in switching to more effective teaching modalities and assessing how these innovative methods are working in their classrooms. 
To accomplish this, I read the appropriate literature on ILD, created activities for the ILD module and participated in a three day workshop at Carleton College in October 2009. At that workshop, we developed the module for ILD and peer-reviewed the pages on “How to Use”, “What is”, “Why”, and activities.

Thus far I have a working draft of the ILD module that is being refined. It will go live at the Midwest Economics Association Meetings in March of 2010.

With the following interesting results…

The Economics Portal is designed primarily for instructors in economics. It will assist instructors in learning about effective teaching methods both within and beyond their discipline. In addition, it will provide tools to facilitate instructors in switching to more effective teaching modalities and assessing how these innovative methods are working in their classrooms. 
The Nazareth Identity Pillar that I feel fits my project is – Preparation.

Yamuna Sangarasivam (CAS)
The purpose of my project, Archaeology Field School – Freedom Trail Project: Harriett Tubman Home and St. Thomas, Virgin Islands, was to foster a synergy between research and teaching that brings students directly into the practice of archaeological research by actually doing the work of excavating material remains from historical sites that are in the process of being established as national, historical landmarks.  The project also fosters integrative learning by providing students, from interdisciplinary fields of study, with an opportunity to participate in archaeological research that will intersect with learning how historical preservation and public policy are connected in the creation of national information and interpretive centers, such as the Harriet Tubman Homestead in Auburn, New York and the Bush Hill Plantation site in Nevis, the West Indies.

To accomplish this I participated in a field school excavation of the Harriet Tubman Homestead and the Bush Hill Plantation site this summer (May 13 - June 27, 2009).   At the Tubman Homestead excavation, I worked in collaboration with Dr. Douglas Armstrong, lead archaeologist from Syracuse University, and Ms Anna Hill, Ph.D. candidate in archaeology from Syracuse University.  At the Bush Hill Plantation site, I worked in collaboration with Dr. Marco Meniketti, lead archaeologist from San Jose State University. Both archeological sites examine the material remains that reveal the interconnections between the African diaspora, slavery and the struggle for freedom.

The Nazareth Identity Pillar that I feel fits my project is – Connection.

David Steitz (CAS) 
The purpose of my project, The Legacy Senior Living Communities and Nazareth College: A Curricular Collaboration in Middle Age and Aging, was to create a dynamic and rich learning environment for both Nazareth College students and elders at the Legacy at CloverBlossom Senior Living Community.

To accomplish this, I held classes at the Legacy at CloverBlossom. This afforded my Nazareth students an opportunity to learn directly from, and with, the individuals experiencing the issues that were addressed in a developmental psychology course.

Thus far I have obtained data that speaks to the benefits of this type of course design. Nazareth students have responded very well to this course in that they express greater empathy and understanding toward older adults. They are thankful for the opportunity to learn not simply from a textbook or professor. 

With the following interesting results…

While the Nazareth students have responded very positively to this experience, I have been most impressed and touched by the reactions from the elders who enrolled in this course. They amazed not only me, but also themselves as they strove to engage with course material and to teach students about issues that they could speak to first-hand. The elders were not simply passive learners in this class – they were actively engaged in class discussions and the design of future classes like this one.

The Nazareth Identity Pillars that I feel fit my project are: Challenge, Connection, Innovation, and Preparation. This course challenged students to make lasting, strong connections with elders in the Rochester community. This innovative course design serves to better prepare psychology, physical therapy, nursing, communication sciences and disorders, and social work students to work with older adults in their future careers.
Cathy Sweet (CAS)
The purpose of my project, Interdisciplinary Teaching: Combining Pedagogy and Practice in Classroom Lesson Writing, was to develop an Interdisciplinary Lesson Plan format for pre-service art educators to use when preparing k-12 lessons.

To accomplish this, I included faculty from different academic departments and community members to co-teach lessons in my Visual Arts-Based Learning summer course. Through this process I was able to identify specific teaching styles and methods used by the various faculty and incorporate them into a uniform lesson writing format. I studied the needs of my students who were creating interdisciplinary lessons and was able to make departmental recommendations for a new lesson plan.

Thus far I have worked with the other Art Ed faculty to create a uniform lesson plan template for our students to use when writing lessons for the k-12 classroom. Also, I have collected information for an article to describe the need for this type of lesson plan.

With the following interesting results…

The structure of lesson plan templates has a great effect on how our students approach their teaching. Although in most cases, “what” the faculty instructed their students to do when writing lessons was similar, the “how” students were taught to do this had a much greater impact on student success. 

The Nazareth Identity Pillar that I feel fits my project is – Innovation.
Rachel Whitcomb and Mary Carlson (CAS)
The purpose of our project, Revision of Instrumental Methods Course Sequence, was to collaborate with other faculty to create a template syllabus for instrumental methods classes, establish consistency among these courses, gain feedback from faculty regarding concerns and needs relating to these courses, and make suggestions for best practices in teaching these classes.

To accomplish this we created a template for syllabi, met with instrumental methods faculty, discussed the role of these courses within the larger curriculum, pointed out needs/concerns for teaching these courses, and shared common experiences.

Thus far we have created the syllabus template, collaborated on course content, shared concerns, and developed our plan for the coming year.

With the following interesting results…

The results will be more evident after we have implemented the syllabi. However, it seems that the faculty have realized common experiences that will help us to reach students by pointing out similar competencies needed for each course.

The Nazareth Identity Pillar that I feel fits my project is – Preparation.
Carl Wiens (CAS)
The purpose of my project, Remembrance (A Composition for Soprano, Baritone, Choir, and Symphony Orchestra, was to continue work on planning a large-scale multi-movement composition for symphony orchestra, two soloists, and chamber choir. 

To accomplish this, I have worked with a local poet and Nazareth graduate, Leticia Kalweit, to research, arrange, and write the text for the composition. I have also examined a number of compositions by composers who have written works on a similar scale.  

Thus far I made an outline of the large-scale plan of the work (where it begins, where it ends, what is the climatic point, etc.) and made sketches for two of the movements.

The Nazareth Identity Pillars that I feel fit my project are – Challenge and Connection. From a personal standpoint: Challenge. From an audience for the composition standpoint: Connection.
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