2008 Grant Vignettes

Eileen Beiter and Phyllis Bloom 

The purpose of our project, Accounting Tutorial, was to enhance the Accounting curriculum by creating an interactive tutorial available to students to supplement the classroom instruction.
To accomplish this, we created an online, interactive tutorial for students to use that will supplement classroom instruction.  Access to the tutorial is through Blackboard.  We utilized a list of questions before and after the tutorial to assess the student’s progress.
Thus far, the students have completed the tutorial and we have assessed their progress.
With the following interesting results…

The students were instructed to complete a pre-test in Blackboard before viewing the tutorial.  After the tutorial they were instructed to complete a post-test.  All of the students either maintained or increased their score after participating in the tutorial.  80% of the participants increased their score and 20% had a score that stayed the same.  
Daniel Birmajer 

The original purpose of my project, The Commutative Polynomial Identities of Finite Fields, was a continuation of the course Undergraduate Research in Mathematics, which I taught during the Spring semester of 2008. The idea is to find projects that could serve as the foundations for long-term research projects for our students, in collaboration with the faculty.  

A polynomial with coefficients in a field can be thought both as a purely algebraic construction and as an evaluation function, by plugging-in scalar values for the variables.

This dual perspective on the polynomials allow us to ask the natural question: Is it true that two polynomials represent the same function if and only if they are the same polynomial?
To accomplish this, we completed a research oriented classroom experience during the Spring 2008, with the satisfaction that all of the participating students presented their work in professional conferences. During the Summer, I concentrated my research on particular topics that I felt may be interesting areas to explore in collaboration with the faculty and students of the Mathematics Department. 
Thus far, the most tangible outcome from this research is the paper, “The many faces of the zero polynomial,” which I started to write during the Summer and that is still a work in progress.  I completed most of the mathematical research and the results seem to be valuable and exiting. Nevertheless, the manuscript is still in the first stages and has some way to go in order to mature into a polished paper. 
With the following interesting results…

I presented the paper, “The many faces of the zero polynomial,” at the Fall meeting of the Seaway Section of the Mathematical Association of America (MAA), Siena College, Loudonville, NY, October 17-18, 2008.

Doot Bokelman 

The purpose of my project, The Patron Saints of 9 Pueblos in the Rio Grande Area of North-Central New Mexico, was to begin a project that will document the impact of early Europeans on southwest native culture and the manner in which that interaction is reflected in on-going religious practices.  There are 9 pueblos in the north-central Rio Grande Valley of New Mexico, each of which has a particular European patron saint.  Each of those saints has traditional European iconography that has been adopted and adapted to the native culture.   Elements of that interaction are evident in the distinct architectural decoration, retablos and pottery of each pueblo.  The pueblos are Cochiti, Jemez, Nambe, Picuris, Pojoaque, San Juan, San Ildefonso, Taos, and Tesuque.  

To accomplish this, I visited the pueblos on “regular” days, and on feast days.  I met with Native American artists in their studios and learned about their materials, practices and beliefs.  I also visited with tribal leaders to discuss the public parts of their religious rituals and their meanings in addition to visiting native museums and cultural centers.

With the following interesting results…

This was to be the beginning of new research toward some scholarly and creative projects.  To date, the trip and the experiences on the pueblos have inspired 3 new paintings, elements for a book about Native American traditions in the 21st century geared toward school aged children, scholarly research about contemporary Native American artistic practices vs. traditional Native American artistic forms, new material for my Arts of Indigenous Peoples course (to be offered in Sp09) and the experiences are the basis of a “Culture and Arts Trip” for Spring 2009 to this same area for students, alumni, faculty and staff of Nazareth – to date over 40 people have signed up.  So, I wished to discover some new directions for scholarly and creative activities and this trip provided both, in spades.
Cristina Carrasco 

The purpose of my project, Hispanic Images on Screen, was to develop the first course in Hispanic Film ever taught in the Spanish section of the Foreign Languages Department. The course consists of a critical overview of Hispanic cinema from the last half-century, with a particular emphasis on the last decade. Along with selected critical texts on current issues in the Spanish-speaking world, we explore questions such as women’s roles in contemporary society, immigration and exile, globalization, and experiences of war and violence, among other themes.  
To accomplish this, I designed a course that engaged students in the learning process of reading different cultural artifacts such as films. Students are learning about the close relationship between Spain and Latin America and taking classes that incorporate a transatlantic approach, which is essential in the globalized world we live in. Also, students are starting to take courses with an interdisciplinary angle that will be soon incorporated in our new core curriculum. 
Thus far, I have created this course and am currently teaching it in the Fall 2008 semester (SPN 309 Hispanic Images on Screen) with twenty-three students enrolled.
Cristina Carrasco 

The purpose of my project, Historical Memory in Contemporary Spanish Film, was to expand my current research on Contemporary Hispanic Cinema, with particular emphasis on films addressing memory-making as a means of creating identity.  I am very interested in recovering the silenced voices of the past in an effort to contest the “rhetoric of amnesia,” characteristic of Spain’s transition to democracy beginning in 1975 and continuing to the present.  I sought to uncover these voices by examining both censored and uncensored contemporary Spanish films that deal with historical memory.  Many studies have been done in other European countries (such as Germany, regarding the Holocaust), but very few have been done in nations such as Spain that went through a forty year fascist dictatorship.

This summer, in order to further my research on this project, I conducted archival work in the Universidad Complutense in Madrid, Spain.  This archival collection provided me with unparallel access to Spanish film and film criticism, both from the dictatorship (from the early 1940’s to 1975) and the most recent visual aids that deal with the recovery of historical memory in democratic Spain.

Thus far, I have written a conference paper named “History and Fantasy in Current Spanish Film,” where I compare two Spanish films that use fantasy as a tool to represent war and dictatorship trauma.

With the following interesting results…

There is a possibility of making transatlantic connections with current cinematic representations of historical trauma in Latin America.  This research will lead to a book project.

Connie Chau 
The purpose of this project, Kinematic and Kinetic Changes in Gait During Over Ground Walking and Stepping Over Obstacles in Normal Young Adults, is to study locomotor control under different conditions in normal young adults.  In general, walking conditions include overground walking (with and without shoes) and stepping over an obstacle during locomotion.  These different conditions challenge the neural control system in different ways.  This project serves as a baseline for comparison for future project that aim to compare locomotor performance of similar tasks in healthy elderly subjects as well as chronic stroke patients. 

To accomplish this, we will recruit 15-20 healthy young adults between the ages of 18-35.  They will be asked to walk along a 10-ft walkway with 3 force plates (400x600mm) embedded in the middle of the walkway.  Reflective markers will be placed on different landmarks on the subject.  All subjects will perform 3 trials for each of the following conditions; 1) normal self-selected speed with shoes, 2) normal self-selected speed without shoes; 3) fast speed with shoes; and 4) stepping over an obstacle (4 cm high) which will be placed between the force plates.  
We will collect the data at the Physical Therapy motion analysis laboratory.  Three dimensional marker trajectory data will be recorded using a 7 camera Vicon MX 20 3D motion analysis system (Vicon Peak, Lake Forest, CA).  All trials will also be recorded using a video digital camera.  Kinetic data will be recorded using 3 Bertec forceplates (Bertec Corp, Columbus, OH).
Thus far we have submitted our project to the Human Subject Research committee and obtained approval to do the project.  We have not started with data collection yet.
Ellen Contopidis, Kate DaBoll-Lavoie, Deana Darling, Kerry Dunn, and Kim Wieczorek 

The purpose of this project, Assessing the Impact of Inclusive Childhood Program Graduates on 1-6 Student Learning: A Longitudinal Study in the Making, was to engage in a second year of study of our program graduates to investigate the following questions: How do program graduates impact 1-6 student learning?  How do program graduates perceive their impact on 1-6 student learning?  How do program graduates perceive the relationship between their teacher education experience and their impact on 1-6 student learning/performance?

To accomplish this, we invited in two more full-time faculty in the Graduate Inclusive Childhood program, sought out five to six more participants, collected surveys and are in the process of conducting two interviews with our participants.

Thus far, we have analyzed the results of the first year of our study and are currently collecting data for the second year of our study.  We are also working on possible publications through presentations at conferences and also through continuing discussion of the analysis of our results.

With the following interesting results…

We have found the theme of dispositions for inclusive education emerging as one key indicator of the connection between our programs and the impact our graduates have in working with their own 1-6 students.  We continue to have ongoing conversations and debates about what constitutes evidence of impact in teaching and in teacher education.  We have submitted proposals to present at the following annual conferences:  Association for Teacher Educators (ATE), American Education Research Association (AERA) and the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD).  We have been accepted to present at the ASCD conference in February and to present at the ATE conference.  We await the decision about our proposal to present at the AERA conference.  Such conferences help prompt us to compile our analysis and find a way to make time to write up our results and interpretations.  We have at least one manuscript that was the result of presenting in 2007 at the AERA conference and hope to continue to produce manuscripts to contribute to the national and state conversations about teacher education.
Clare Counihan 
The purpose of my project, Reconfiguring Collapsed Narratives: From Chapter to Article, was to revise a dissertation chapter into an article and begin the process of revising the dissertation into a book manuscript. 
To accomplish this, I reviewed the most recent scholarly literature, and then I sat every day in a coffee shop and wrote. Luckily, I am part of a writing group with faculty at local institutions, and I was able to workshop the draft at two stages. This opportunity helped a lot in making meaningful and effective revisions.
Thus far, I have submitted the article for review and am waiting to hear back.
Deana Darling 

The purpose of my project, "Democracy in Action:" Establishing a Common Thread for Social Studies Instruction and Web-based Publication, was to refine course instructional materials and assignments to propel the construct of “democracy in action.”  This grant enabled a two-part approach.
As an educational methods course, INCH 610’s primary purpose is to teach the “best practice” of childhood social studies instruction through current research, theoretical foundations and practical application.  Using the common thread of “democracy in action,” content rich materials are used throughout course instruction to model and inform such “best practices” and critical thinking.  Topics infused with this thread include, but are not limited to, culturally relevant teaching, social justice, media literacy, document-based analysis, literature integration, vocabulary development and service learning.

Additionally, this grant allowed the realignment of student assignments around this theme and their publication of a Livetext.  The site contains researched, content-specific information reflecting multiple perspectives, an anthology of children’s literature, ideas for lesson plans and activities, and the blueprints for community action/service learning.

To accomplish this, I worked throughout the summer reading current research, identifying materials for both teacher and student use and planning activities to support the interconnectivity of the many aspects of “democracy.”

Working with the other instructor of this course and a practicing elementary social studies teacher, I was able to reconcile theoretical foundations with actual classroom practice, to best prepare and inform my students.

After revising the materials and infusing various aspects of democracy throughout the 15 week course in the summer, I began its implementation this August.  To date, as we parallel our traditional pedagogical topics, we have engaged in learning about the democratic education, the Iroquois Confederacy, the American Revolution, and the electoral process.  Exposure to and the use of culturally relevant practices, multiple perspectives and primary sources have been modeled and encouraged.
Students are creating a semester-long project in which they have selected a topic, identified supporting literature and primary documents, and prepared age-appropriate instruction.  Rather than waiting for summative discussion and assessment, peers engage others and receive feedback throughout the semester.

With the following interesting results…

I have noticed that my INCH 610 students are far more engaged in the “greater” issues of our profession and democracy.  Our class discussions have become richer in both content and passion, as they identify the interconnectedness between topics and issues.  They see the complexity of issues and their personal relevance to their students and themselves.

I believe that this increased interest and confidence to discuss and identify issues will translate into better classroom practice.  Contrary to many elementary educators, my students are no longer indifferent to social studies, they see its value and dare I say, that some are even starting to like it.

Kerry Dunn and Deb Godsen - Enhancing Literacy Experiences Through Collaboration Technology Integration (TI)

Shannon Elliott and Cathy Sweet - (TI)

The purpose of our project, The Research Index for Art Education, was to create an anthology of cross-referenced theorists, educators and topics related to the field of art education.  In an effort to facilitate our undergraduate and graduate students’ academic research, the index provides a searchable electronic file of names and subject matter that identify research studies in art education, arts-based learning and studio-based research.  Currently, no such resource exists on a local or national level.  The development of this index provides the Nazareth library with a list of recommended books and journals for purchase.

To accomplish this, we compiled lists of references from our doctoral work, course syllabi, professional journals, publications and departmental sources.  Categories were created to cross-reference the material for input into an excel spreadsheet.
To date, the Index contains over 530 entries and is being piloted by the EDU690 Graduate Art Education students, Pratt Institute Graduate Art Education students and being reviewed for publication by the NAEA.

With the following interesting results…

The design of the students’ research projects expanded to include more relevant and comprehensive sources.  Since the references are more accessible, the students were able to review a greater number of articles that helped them formulate a more meaningful project.
James Fenwick and Jennie Schaff 
The purpose of our project, Graduate Hybrid Cohort Program in Computer Education, was to rewrite the curriculum of the Educational Technology Specialist Program so that it could be delivered in a hybrid on line format.
To accomplish this, we researched how other schools have rewritten their curriculums in similar programs.

Thus far, we have rewritten the curriculum for eight of the ten courses in the program.
With the following interesting results…

Students appear to be happy with the hybrid model, especially going through the Program as a cohort.
Sara Gombatto 

The purpose of my project, Integration of a Movement Analysis Laboratory and a Kinesiology Course, was to use digital video and the new 3-D movement analysis system in the Physical Therapy Department for video and kinematic (numeric) analysis of movements and alignment in people with and people without musculoskeletal or neuromuscular impairments.
To accomplish this, I completed the set-up of the movement analysis laboratory, developed a biomechanical model to capture a broad range of body movements, and learned new software to interpret the data collected in the movement analysis laboratory.  I have collected several 3D videos documenting walking patterns and other simple and more complex movements, both in people with and people without musculoskeletal or neuromuscular impairments.

With the following interesting results…

The movement videos will be included in presentations to the students on normal and impaired walking and movement patterns.  The students will also have the opportunity to come into the movement analysis laboratory during a class laboratory session to learn how the data was collected
Sara Gombatto

The purpose of this project, Passive Tissue Stiffness in People with and People without LBP, is to examine the factors contributing to passive tissue stiffness of the low back in people with and people without low back pain.  

To accomplish this, I conducted data analyses on previously collected data, summarized the findings in an abstract form, and submitted the abstract for presentation at an American Physical Therapy Association national conference.  The abstract was accepted, will be published in the Journal of Orthopedic and Sports Physical Therapy and will be presented as a poster in February, 2009.  

In addition, I composed the introduction and methods sections of the manuscript.  I plan to finish the manuscript during Spring, 2009 and submit to a peer-reviewed rehabilitation journal.

With the following interesting results…

Anthropometric characteristics such as height, weight, BMI, ratio of waist/hip circumference predicted low back stiffness in both people with and people without low back pain.  However, electromyographic activity and the ability to generate torque during a resisted test predicted low back stiffness only in a subgroup of people with low back pain.
Zbigniew Granat 
The purpose of my project, Online Diagnostic Exam for Transfer Students in Music, was to develop an online exam in Music History for transfer students.  This is a diagnostic exam that will significantly aid the Department of Music in the placement of incoming transfer students on a yearly basis.  It will soon be offered in Blackboard and administered online as a diagnostic tool on a when-needed basis throughout the year.  This project will involve the creation of the exam and the development of its online version; the exam will include the following three sections:

1)  a multiple choice test with questions for all six historical periods (Middle Ages, Renaissance, Baroque, Classical Era, Romantic Era, Twentieth Century) to test the students’ knowledge of basic facts of music history;

2) six essay questions, one from each historical period, to test the students’ ability to think critically and synthesize historical information; this portion of the test will enable us to determine if the students fulfill the Writing Intensive requirement;

3) analysis/listening portion based on select score fragments and accompanying listening examples to determine the students’ knowledge of the repertoire and their analytical skills.

As an online testing tool, the exam will be fully timed and controlled by a set of criteria that will ensure that the assessment is accurate and conducted with academic honesty.

To accomplish this, I have used the following resources: a computer with internet access, copy machine, scanner, software to edit musical examples (both graphics and sound clips), and a number of recordings representing a variety of genres and styles needed for the successful administration of the exam.

Thus far, I have compiled a multiple choice test with questions for all six historical periods to test the students’ knowledge of basic facts of music history; six essay questions, one from each historical period, to test the students’ ability to think critically and synthesize historical information; this portion of the test will enable us to determine if the students fulfill the Writing Intensive requirement; and created an analysis/listening portion based on select score fragments and accompanying listening examples to determine the students’ knowledge of the repertoire and their analytical skills.

With the following interesting results…

The test will eventually be offered in Blackboard, which means that the students will be exposed to an online environment and technologically advanced approach to test-taking that will significantly enrich their learning experience.

Zbigniew Granat 

The purpose of my project, Scholarly Paper Devoted to Cold War Politics and the Role of American Jazz in the Creation of the Polish Jazz Idiom, was to complete a scholarly paper entitled “An East Side Story: Polish Soil, American Jazz, and the Thing that Grew,” which investigates the emergence of modern jazz in the 1960’s Poland in the context of cultural politics during the Cold War.  My paper will contribute to a better understanding of the larger issue of the interaction between American jazz and Eastern European musical traditions in the middle of the twentieth century.  It will also shed new light on the problems of cultural globalization, cultural diplomacy, as well as issues of patronage, propaganda, reception, and influence in the context of the Cold War.
To accomplish this, I traveled to Europe and visited several libraries that house primary sources relevant for my project (books, scores, and recordings).

Thus far, I have completed the research stage of my project.  I have visited several libraries in Poland – the National Library in Warsaw, the Library of the Polish Composers’ Union in Warsaw, the Library of the University of Rzeszow, and the Public Library in Zakopane – in order to examine documents, scores, and recordings that are particularly relevant to this project.  In addition, I have conducted an interview with Tomasz Stanko who was instrumental in the development of the Polish jazz idiom I am writing about.

With the following interesting results…

My proposed paper will be presented at the international conference entitled “Crosscurrents: American and European Music in Interaction, 1900-2000,” organized jointly by Harvard University and Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitat Munich, which will be held in Munich from 7-9 May 2009.  The proceedings from the conference will be published by the organizers in a special volume.

Carlnita Greene 
The purpose of my project, Webbing Gender, Sexuality, & the Media: A New Site of COMM 410, was to design and launch a Website that would be utilized as an integral part of course curricula and a value-added resource for the course COMM 410: Gender, Sexuality, & the Media. The main goal of the project was to provide students with a resource for learning about issues of gender and sexuality in their relation to mass media in a non-traditional, interactive, and dynamic learning environment. 
To accomplish this, I began to conceptualize and develop the content and layout for the Website by analyzing the audience for the site (i.e. students taking the course and anyone interested in the subject matter). I also applied for a laptop computer with software as a part of a technology grant so that I could build the site from scratch. In turn, I familiarized myself with the software so that it would be easier to build the site since I had a limited knowledge of creating Web sites.
Thus far I have developed the Website content in terms of what it will need to include and a general layout of the site and gathered some images to use on it.
With the following interesting results…

Since I did not receive the laptop with the software until almost the end of the fall semester, I am in the process of wrapping up the project and will finish it over the break.
5/09 – The project is now complete and will be assessed next fall.
Grant Gutheil 

The purpose of my project, Einstein's Couch: What Physics Tells Us About Being Human, was to complete production of an undergraduate-level/popular press book presenting concepts within physics and psychology and demonstrating how principles of physics can be directly applied to explanations of human behavior. The co-authors are a PhD psychologist and physicist respectively, with extensive experience teaching the core concepts of their respective disciplines at the undergraduate level. The goal is to present human beings as members of the physical universe and as such, subject to the laws of that universe. In each chapter, we present a physics concept or problem (e.g., the linear nature of time, conservation of matter, randomness, etc.) and then go on to explain how those physical principles underlie, support, and in some ways constrain human behavior.
To accomplish this, I have spent extensive time on the research and production of a fairly short, humorous and accurate account of the interconnections between the laws of physics and principles of human behavior in daily life.

Thus far I have almost completed both the text of the book, as well as a separate book proposal to be used to shop the book to various literary agents.

With the following interesting results…

Given the current state of the project, we currently have few results to report. Our goal is publication and we hope that once the book is out, it will promote consideration and discussion of the topics the book covers. 

Suhail Islam 
My project, and book by the same name, Culture and Customs of Bangladesh, is part of a dynamic new series (Study on Asia) featuring ready-reference volumes on individual Asian countries and peoples by Greenwood Publishers, USA. The series is designed to meet the needs of today's multicultural classrooms and libraries, providing in-depth knowledge on contemporary cultural, social, and literary life. The purpose is to focus on contemporary Asian culture, more specifically Bangladesh, and to explore the common people, their sorrow and joy, their pattern of thinking and their way of life. It is the culture and customs of the majority of the people rather than just the rich and powerful elite that I seek to project. Without such understanding of a particular culture, it will be difficult for all of us to live peacefully with each other in this increasingly interdependent world. The most basic task in this project is the documentation and description of history, culture and society. A careful ethnography of the actual contexts of Bangladeshi culture is absolutely crucial to this project.
As the project is highly specialized and anthropological in nature, I had to go to South Asia, especially Bangladesh and India. I mostly worked in Bangladesh which  involved a lot of traveling to different universities, folk museums, literary and cultural centers. I also visited Calcutta in India to make use of Oriental Society Centers and Tagore's university of Shantiniketon. I also engaged some research assistants in Bangladesh. In addition, I had to acquire a lot of indigenous materials and to interview prominent scholars in the area. 
Thus far, the book follows a general series format, with a chronology, an introduction (covering the geography, people, and brief history) and overview of the economy; narrative chapters on religion; marriage, gender, and children; holidays and leisure activities; cuisine and fashion; literature; media and cinema; performing arts; and art/architecture. 
With the following interesting results…
I discovered the United States has vast interests in this region and there are compelling reasons for Americans, especially academics and students to obtain some level of concrete knowledge about Asia. In modern times, Asia and the United States have come not only into close contact but also into frequent conflict: Pacific Wars of 1941-45, the Korean War of 1950-53; and the Vietnam War of 1965-75. Each had a profound impact on life and politics in America. Today, America’s major trading partners are in Asia, and in the foreseeable future the weight of Asia in American life will inevitably increase, for in Asia lie our great allies as well as our toughest competitors in virtually all areas of global interest. Domestically, the role of Asian immigrants is more visible than at any other time in our history. In spite of these connections with Asia, however, our knowledge about this crucial region is far from adequate. For various reasons, Asia, especially smaller nations such as Bangladesh, remains for the most part relatively unfamiliar, even mysterious “Orient.” If my book serves to help the reader obtain a better understanding of Bangladesh, which is a significant part of Asia, I will feel a sense of satisfaction. My book project is also timely and contributes immensely to our new Asian studies program.
Laura Jones and Heather Lewis 

The purpose of our project, Integrating Literacy Strategies and Mathematical Content for Grades K-16 Learners, was to examine the current theoretical models of literacy and content area literacy.  Second, we wanted to refine and hone our own teaching practice by incorporating content from the other’s discipline.  Heather specifically wanted to learn where she is already utilizing literacy strategies in her teaching, to become more intentional in using those strategies and to expand that set of skills.  Laura specifically wanted to develop her knowledge in mathematics in order to see where the relationships are between language and content and to be able to provide better examples to pre-service and in-service teachers of how literacy is and can be used in mathematics instruction.

To accomplish our goals, we spent time individually, carefully and critically reading the texts and attempting to solve the problems the authors included in the texts.  In addition, we recorded our learnings in a reading log.  We met frequently to discuss the texts and to engage in collaborative reading, writing and critical reflection and experiential engagement with the material.  We gave ourselves time for experiential learning of the literacy of mathematics (e.g., working on proofs, algebraic problem-solving, K-N-S-W).

Thus far, we have covered the texts, as discussed above.

We have noted the following interesting results from our work…  
Laura has begun preliminary revisions to the course readings for her literacy course, LTED635, based on the readings she and Heather completed this summer.  It is her hope these readings will better serve her students as they work to develop their own pedagogical content knowledge in the area of mathematics instruction.  Heather is creating a Strategy Toolbox so that the different literacy strategies (both ones she already knew, without formal names, and new ones) are close at hand.  This toolbox is an ongoing project.
Betsey King
The purpose of my project, Introduction to Music Therapy: Creating an Online Course Option for Transfer and Equivalency Students, was to create a version of our Introduction to Music Therapy course (MTR102) that could be taken online.  Because the course was offered only in the spring semester, undergraduate transfer students and 60-hour graduate students had to leap into fall music therapy coursework either without an introductory course or with the introductory materials severely condensed.  I, and the other faculty who taught these students, noticed that their understanding of the profession - and the material in other courses - suffered.

To accomplish the goal of an online course, I reviewed the elements of the Intro course – from chapter reading, to journal article reviews, to clinical observations in the community – and determined how they could be addressed in an online course.  I made chapter reading assignments from our standard textbook, added other readings from other texts, and provided some choice in journal articles, so that students could become engaged in what interested them.

The online format made it particularly easy – and effective – to link to online learning materials, such as websites, videos and music.  In some cases, I posted video and music clips to specifically illustrate a point made in one of the reading assignments; paralleling what I would do in the classroom.

I studied the various test and assignment formats available on Blackboard and matched them to the course elements.  The majority of the tests in the course can be taken and instantly graded, so the student can progress at his or her own pace.  A few assessments, such as the final exam, have essay elements, and must be graded by the faculty member.  Blackboard allows the faculty member to track which students have accessed which materials, how much time they spend on the site, and how they are progressing in the class.

To address the clinical observation portion of the course, I posted – with permission – the contact information for local music therapists and provided guidelines for visits and log sheets for students to complete.

The only significant element missing is class discussion.  Because we are not yet sure whether any group of students will take the course within specific time frames, I did not set up a discussion board.  Such a structure would be relatively easy to add, however.

In the fall semester, I completed a pilot with 10 of my graduate students.  The response from the students was favorable and their retention of the materials was evident both in that semester and into the next – both in class discussion and in tests.  Most importantly, their independent work on the Intro material allowed me to focus on other things during class time.

Unexpectedly, the primary text for most Intro courses, including ours, was revised and a second – and much longer – edition was introduced in the late fall.  This necessitated a major revision in the online course materials, which I have just now completed.  This new version of the online course will be available for students this summer and we expect about 10 students to take it.

I have two new goals for this project that became evident as I developed the course.  First, I want to add video teaching from our own faculty; this is relatively easy to do with our digital video camera and software, and it would allow us to do “live” demonstrations of certain music and music therapy techniques.  Second, I believe this course should be publicized to students in some of the community colleges and other schools from which we tend to get transfer and 60-hour graduate students.  I plan to introduce this idea as part of a larger initiative regarding those schools that we have planned for next year.
Catherine Kirby 

The purpose of my project, Revising ART 254: Digital Imaging I, and ART 250: Introduction to Graphic Design to Include More Interdisciplinary Content, was to revise the digital imaging curriculum to include more interdisciplinary, social/ cultural/ political content and photojournalism, with actual experience onsite.  I wanted to build detailed course curriculum and modules/ “stepping blocks” that integrate the digital imaging software skills training and tutorials, with aesthetic lessons on typographic form, space and structure.

Students would ideally learn visual communication of content that incorporate significant research and focus on the visual communication of complex social and political issues. The requirement that they use original photography and visit the sites several times pushed their boundaries beyond the known and the comfortable…To experience “otherness” and in doing that, to discover aspects of oneself. 

In Art 254, Digital Imaging I, I developed the “Neighborhood Diaries” project. The theme is understanding, researching and writing and visually communicating a neighborhood or locale through identities of our self, our community, our culture, and our experience of place.
Thus far, students have created a 40 page visual books and websites.  They selected a community or place, and did some historical research. They visited the sites at least 3 times, at various times of day, and took 25 or more digital photos that would convey their own personal response to the place. To learn more about the community, they found and interviewed people, collected their stories, and then wrote reflections/small journal entries/narratives. The final project was a 40 page artists’ book/journal that combines informal written narrative information with digital photography and visual design/collages/montages.  The objective is to visually communicate and meaningfully convey their experience sense of the place.
With the following interesting results…

· Original 40 page photo journal/artist book 

· Online personal websites displaying photographs of the projects
· Presentation of projects as a class experience

· Public presentation of the projects by some volunteers at the CTE reception, Nov 13


The next assignment for the course is the Ethical Event collage/poster. Students will be exposed to the work of activist graphic design artists, past and present. They will study typographic form and continue to learn montage techniques.

Catherine Kirby 
The purpose of my project, Funding for Materials for Exhibition, was to create, print and frame 20 digital prints for an exhibition in the Margaret Colacino Gallery in October 2009. . In the past, I have covered all of these expenses myself for exhibits that involved one or two prints. However, for a show with many prints, the cost is immense, for printing materials and framing. Some of the prints will be large-scale and will cost approximately $500 for materials. Prints will be output with archival pigmented inks onto heavyweight fine art rag paper..
 
To accomplish this, I will create, print and frame 20 new digital prints.  My goal is to complete 16 prints between January and July 2009.
Thus far I have created, printed and framed 4 new prints. Two of the prints are large-scale and will be exhibited in the Annual Faculty Exhibition in December 2008. 
Timothy Kneeland 
The purpose of my project, History for the Public: A Proposal to Establish a Public History Course, was to develop a course about public history which would emphasize civic engagement, active learning, and community engagement.
To accomplish this, I spent the summer reading articles, texts and websites related to the best practices in public history.   I traveled (or am planning to travel) to public history sites to assess the practice of public history first hand.

Thus far, I have begun to outline what will become the course and to develop guidelines for assessing student interaction with public history sites.

With the following interesting results…

To be determined after I teach the pilot course in Summer I 2009
Timothy Kneeland 

The purpose of my project, The Politics of Natural Disaster: The Federal Response to Hurricane Agnes, was to examine the political and public policy elements of the passage of the Agnes Recovery Act of 1972.

During the summer (and fall) of 2008, I was able to fund research trips and 

· Traveled to the National Archives to peruse the Richard Nixon Presidential Papers

· Traveled to the National Archives to review agency material (both visual and textual) relating to the 1972 Hurricane Agnes disaster

· Traveled to University of Maryland to peruse the Spiro Agnew Papers

· Traveled to Chemung Historical Society to review the William T. Smith Collection

· Traveled to Harrisburg, PA to review the finding aids for the Governor Milton Shapp Papers (follow up to be conducted between November 2008 and January 2009)

· Traveled to Colgate University to review the Warren Anderson Papers

· Traveled to Penn State University to review the Richard Schweiker Papers

· Will travel to Albany to review University of Albany political archives and secure material from the New York State Division of Military and Naval Affairs (follow up between November 2008 and January 2009)

The material gathered will inform a presentation I will deliver in November 2008 at the Researching New York Conference.  In addition, I have a better grasp of the connections between politics and public policy and the politics of natural disaster.  As a direct result of this, the project is well on the way to becoming a book-length study of Hurricane Agnes.

With the following interesting results…

I see where the re-orientation of public policy from natural disasters as the concern of States to the growing expectation that natural disasters are within the purview of the Federal government.  This evolution began just before Hurricane Agnes, but was accelerated by the cooperative venture between States and the Federal Government during this 1972 disaster.

I see now how elections play a key role in the Federal largess granted during some disasters and not others.

Deborah LaBelle
The purpose of my project, Case Discussions and Projects for Online Discussion Based Learning, was to develop a collection of online learning activities for a new “blended” or “hybrid” course in the Information Technology Curriculum. The students were to participate in an online discussion forum and complete a collaborative online project activity.

To accomplish, this I developed learning activities consisting of a problem, discussion topics, and project activities designed for online collaboration. I also developed rubrics for grading the online discussion and projects. 

Thus far, I have assigned 5 online learning activities.
With the following interesting results…

The students are becoming more involved in the discussion as the course progresses. At the beginning of the course, some students replied very little or contributed only a few words to the discussion. The current discussion assignment is very lively and several students have indicated in their threads that they may be getting carried away with the depth or detail of their responses. One of my students asked me outside of class if I had seen the discussion yet, and commented that her fellow students were coming up with some “very interesting and creative” solutions to the problem. 

David McGough 
The purpose of my project, Analysis of "Preparing Teachers for Urban Schools" Focus Group & Interview Data, is to examine the developing perspectives of teacher education students regarding “urban education” as a construct and a professional option.
To accomplish this, we are establishing an extensive literature base on urban education and preparation of urban teachers, conducting focus group sessions, and using content analysis to generate results.
Thus far I have completed the first phase of all of the above elements and am initiating a second phase of the project.
With the following interesting results…

The results are preliminary and inconclusive to this point, yet it is clear that our students have a great deal to say regarding their impressions of urban education and their needs for better preparation.
Marcia Miller Spoto 
The purpose of my project, Implementation of Standardized Outcome Measures in an Outpatient Orthopedic Clinic, was to implement standardized outcome measures for a specific patient population – knee and hip osteoarthritis – in a physical therapy outpatient clinic.
To accomplish this, I organized several meetings with the physical therapy staff at STAR Physical Therapy, provided written materials and educational sessions for the staff, created a standardized tool for assessment, established a database for collecting data, and have begun to enter data.

Thus far, I have conducted staff meetings, implemented the measures, established a database and have begun entering data.

With the following interesting results…

First, it has been great in terms of knowledge translation – the application of research findings to clinical practice.  Secondly, it has offered an opportunity to enter into direct discussions with health care insurers in the realm of disease management and offer an alternative to more invasive, expensive procedures to manage a very common clinical problem.
Adrielle Mitchell 
The purpose of my project, Book Manuscript on Academic Uses of Graphic Narratives and Comic Theory (Phase One), was to develop a new world literature course (ENGL 389: International Graphic Narrative) focused on graphic non-fiction (memoirs, journalism, travelogue, historical report) and fiction (short and full-length works) seen through the lenses of cultural, comic, aesthetic/art, and literary theory.  This course aims to teach students how to read texts made up of images and words, and also to expose them to the veritable explosion of such literature in the past thirty years, particularly in France, Belgium, Japan, the Netherlands, India and, more recently, the United States.  The first iteration of the new course was delivered in spring, 2008.  The course filled to capacity (35 students) after just four days of registration, and included a wide range of students, including English majors (both Literature and Rhetoric and Communication tracks), History majors, Art majors, Psychology majors and others.  This suggests that interest in graphic narrative is strong, and that enrollments will be robust in future iterations.

To accomplish this, I 

· Read nearly sixty graphic narratives

· Researched comic theory (Franco-Belgian, British, Japanese and American)

· Consulted with experts in the field

· Joined the leading Comics Scholar list-serve

· Presented at the 2008 University of Florida ImageText Comics Conference, and am scheduled to present at the 2009 Northeast Modern Language Association conference

· Began a discussion with the Art Dept. regarding possible expansion of the course into a set of courses delivered by both departments 

· Developed learning objectives for the course

· Developed a set of assignments for the course

· Chose primary and secondary texts for the course

· Synthesized the above into a syllabus 

· Evaluated the effectiveness of the first iteration of the course

Thus far I have completed all of the above, with the intention of continuing the project beyond a stand-alone course, and into a proposal for a set of interdisciplinary courses in the area.  My scholarly intentions over the next few years, including my sabbatical project, involves the development of a theoretically-grounded rationale for a multidisciplinary approach to the incorporation of graphic narratives at the undergraduate level.

With the following interesting results…

My research shows that this new field of inquiry is firmly established at academic institutions in a number of nations, and that the United States is rapidly joining the ranks of those engaged in the most complex, multidisciplinary studies in the area of comic scholarship and, more generally, interpretation of visual texts.  I believe that students will avidly seek such courses in the near future, and that we would do well to recognize the potential for students who will be able and willing to apply discipline-specific learning (in History, Religious Studies, Literature, Communication, Media Studies, Sociology, Psychology, etc.) to this relatively new body of work which demands new interpretive methods and, potentially, new manners of production.

Nancy Niemi, Mary Skvorak, and Kate DaBoll-Lavoie
The purpose of our project, Coordination and Alignment of Undergraduate and Graduate Curricula in the Department of Inclusive Childhood Education (DICE), was to align and coordinate UG and Graduate curriculum in DICE.
To accomplish this, we articulated and analyzed the knowledge, skills and dispositioning offered in the UG and Grad curriculum.

Thus far, we have completed five courses’ worth of analysis.  We have at least ten times that to go.

With the following interesting results…

There is too much overlap, but we need more analysis.

Susan Nowak and Jennie Schaff 
The purpose of our project, Genocide: Roots and Aftermath, was to spend time creating a course that would attempt to teach students about Genocide and the universality of Genocide. The focus of the course would be on Genocide here (Native Americans), there (Rawanda), then (Holocaust) and now (Darfur).  

To accomplish this, we have spent many hours researching and developing a comprehensive syllabus for the course.

Thus far, we have a syllabus created, as well as a thorough reference list. We have examined films and listened to survivor testimonies determining appropriateness for our course—and where such sources can fit within our course framework. 

With the following interesting results…

We want to learn more—and spend time in Washington, D.C. doing some primary source research at the United States Holocaust Museum and The Native American Museum.

Carol Roote 
The purpose of my project, Design of Open-Ended Research-Based Laboratories for the Developmental Biology Course, was to involve students taking the Developmental Biology course (Bio304 & Bio304L, co-requisites) in open-ended research projects.  I wanted students to be able to carry out research using the scientific method in a more realistic way than to just use a “canned” laboratory manual with step-by-step instructions that lead to a predicted outcome.  Also, I wanted to give students the opportunity to work with a variety of model organisms that are used to study developmental biology, and to gain skills in thinking scientifically, developing hypotheses, testing hypotheses, figuring out what controls are needed, and analyzing results.

To accomplish this, I used the summer of 2008 to pilot experiments and test their feasibility in a variety of organisms.

Thus far, I have written a laboratory manual with research-based experiments using a wide variety of organisms, including single-celled protozoa, hydra, planaria, black worms, fruit flies, chicken embryos, and sea urchins.  Students have been trying out these experiments during the fall semester Bio304L laboratory by doing hands-on research-based experiments to investigate a variety of developmental processes and phenomenon, such as cell polarity, regeneration, developmental genetics, ectopic gene expression, embryonic defects, organogenesis (e.g. heart and gut development) and fertilization.
With the following interesting results…

I have seen improvement in the scientific thinking and writing of the students over the course of the semester in a way that I have not observed in other courses with more traditional labs. Also, students have commented that the laboratory is much more interesting than more traditional developmental biology labs, which consist mostly of observations of prepared slides.  In fact, several students expressed interest in carrying out more research in the field of developmental biology. Students are making connections between what they do in the “lecture” and “lab”.  Carrying out these experiments appears to be helping them to understand complex developmental processes for the exams in the lecture portion of the course.
Marjorie Roth 

The purpose of my project, New Scholarly Research Project: The Musical, Theatrical, and Artistic Patronage of Cardinal Ippolito II D'Este and the Sibylline topos at his Villa D'Este in Tivoli, was to discover whether my hypothesis that Ippolito II D’Este may have been involved as a patron in the creation of Orlando di Lasso’s motet cycle “Prophetiac Sibyllarum.”  Up to this point, the origin and contextual function of the work is unknown.  My own prior research has built a strong case for Rome as it’s point of origin; what remains is to build the case for any individuals or organizations who may have had a special interest in Sibyls, chromatic music, and prophecy acting as patrons.

To accomplish this, I spent a week at Tivoli and in Rome, researching the extent of Sibylline themes in the art, architecture, and myth in the areas surrounding Ippolito’s villa at Tivoli and his palace in Rome.  I also spent a lot of time in the Sibyl rooms at the Villa, making careful notes of the imagery and the Sibyl stories depicted on the walls and in the gardens, as they relate to Ippolito’s conception of himself as a humanist and a Churchman.

Thus far, I have confirmed that my instincts about Ippolito’s patronage were good, and that this idea is worth pursuing.  Ippolito’s general Sibylline obsessions, in conjunction with his demonstrated interest in chromatic music while at Rome, make him a much better candidate for being Lasso’s patron than Wilhelm V of Bavaria (the person usually named as most likely patron).  What I learned while working in Ippolito’s villa and its environs proves that he is a far more likely candidate to have sponsored the creation of a set of prophetic, chromatic motets—and to have had a specific place in mind for their performance—than Wilhelm.

Marjorie Roth and Doot Bokelman 
The purpose of our project, New Team-Taught PIIW Course Development - Music, Art, & Magic in Early Modern Culture, was to develop the course content for a new PIIW course in the esoteric tradition in the art and music of the Early Modern Period. 

To accomplish this, we researched the topic, agreed upon course content and developed a syllabus and reading list.

Kristen Shiner-McGuire 

The purpose of my project, Creating Course Curriculum, was to create course syllabi for Studio Teaching I and II and Pedagogy and Literature I and II in the area of percussion.

To accomplish this, I reflected on my thirty years of experience as a percussion teacher and performer and wrote down what my students would need to know and have experience in to do the same.  Through this process, I researched and compiled a list of methods books in all areas of percussion; codified my concepts and philosophy of teaching; researched recordings and other library materials for student use.  I used, as a spring board, some of Dr. Beverly Smoker’s ideas in her own Studio Teaching, and I am grateful for her sharing of experience and advice.

With the following interesting results…

The current curriculum for percussion performance majors is now enhanced and up to date.  I believe these classes are competitive with like classes in other music schools; and that other studio teachers in our Music Department may benefit from reviewing my documents.

Roy Stein
The purpose of my project, The Infusion of an Intro Survey Course with Real World Practice, was to:

· Students working in conjunction with me, develop a list of music professionals in the greater Rochester area (and in some cases beyond) who could serve as “friends of the College’s Music Business Program.”

· The students (normally working in teams) develop a series of questions to ask these professionals about music business and their chosen field.

· Student teams would then interview and video tape their interviews with these professionals.

· Students would debrief the class on their experiences and present their findings along with their video (in DVD or other computer based format) to the class.

· Students would have the responsibility of placing the videos on Youtube and other means of web based dissemination.

To accomplish this, we did all of the above.  Five teams of students interviewed seven people in the Music/Business field.  One team of students even appeared on the Brother Wease 95.1 radio show to discuss the business of radio on air with Brother Wease.  Students set up interviews, wrote out the questions, when possible videotaped the business and the owners, presented the business and interview to the class in a lengthy presentation and wrote reflective papers on the experience.  One team has placed their interview with Bruce Schauboeck in a two part segment on Youtube.

With the following interesting results…

Overall I was delighted with the outcome of this project.  The students learned from Music/Business professionals outside the classroom.  The student presentations were excellent.  The papers were great.
Timothy Thibodeau 

The purpose of my project, William Durand's Rationale - Book IV, was to put into modern English translation a large portion of the most famous and widely-read treatise on 

The Medieval Mass: Book IV of William Durand’s Rationale) c.1292-96).

To accomplish this, I have spent a minimum of one to two hours per day translating 13th century Latin prose (and some poetry).  I have also begun, in skeletal form, an outline for a comprehensive introduction to this volume.

Thus far, I have completed about 70 pages (out of about 250 pages of Latin).  It took Robert Fogles 10 years to do the ILIAD (about 500 pages in his acclaimed volume)!

With the following interesting results…

Durand’s treatise is filled with allegorical excesses that confirm why Renaissance humanist reformers assailed medieval scholarticsm.  One example – he discusses what happens to the real presence of Christ in a consecrated Host if a mouse eats it**  (You’ll have to buy my book to find out!)
Rachel Whitcomb
The purpose of my project, Rhythmic Improvisational Drumming with Preschool Children, was to conduct research to determine the rhythmic characteristics of improvisational drumming in 4 and 5 year olds.  Through a call and response group format, I wanted to provide children with opportunities to improvise short rhythmic patterns.

To accomplish this, I met with the children in the “Children Making Music” class weekly and played a rhythmic “call.”  The children were invited to play a “response” on drums each week for 5 weeks.  I recorded the sessions and analyzed the rhythms played by the students.

Thus far, I have enlisted the help of two undergraduate music education students to analyze the data for the purposes of inter-judge reliability.  I also included undergraduate volunteers to participate in the study by modeling some drumming patterns.

With the following interesting results…

Results have indicated that many students play discernible rhythmic patterns spontaneously on drums.  Students do not frequently repeat the “call” provided by the teacher, but rather come up with their own pattern.  Students are affected somewhat by the social nature of classroom improvisation in that they may imitate or mimic the ideas of other students in the class.  I have found that children at this age can and should be challenged to improvise!

Carl Wiens 

The purpose of my project, Remembrance: A Composition for Soprano, Baritone, Choir and Symphony Orchestra, was to write a large-scale composition (30 – 40 minutes) for performance by the Nazareth College Symphony Orchestra, Chamber Choir and two soloists (soprano and baritone).  The overarching theme was to pay homage to the people who have given their lives in war and to those who were left behind.
To accomplish this, I compiled a text from the collected works of William Shakespeare, Walt Whitman, and Robert Lowell.  The shape of the piece was also formalized and preparation for the writing (background work, looking and listening to other large-scale compositions) was undertaken.

Thus far, I have planned approximately five to seven movements.  I have begun writing the first movement: De profundis.

With the following interesting results…
I intend on continuing to work on the composition with the music and in collaboration with Leticia Kalweit.
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