Polish Heritage Society of Rochester, NY
The Frederic J. Skalny Archives of Rochester Polonia

	The Frederic J. Skalny Archives of Rochester Polonia collects, preserves, and makes available materials that document the history of Polish immigrants and their descendants in the Rochester area. The collection covers the full range of Rochester Polonia’s history, beginning with the arrival of the first immigrants from Poland in the 1880s and continuing through the present.

	The collection is organized into two main sections: the history of St. Stanislaus Parish, Rochester Polonia’s first and largest institution, and the broader history of the Polish community (including St. Casimir Polish National Catholic Church, St. Theresa of the Child Jesus Church, and Christ Polish Baptist Church; organizations and fraternal societies; businesses, families, and individuals; events and activities). Material documenting Polish history, culture, and traditions is also part of the collection. 

	The archives began as a modest undertaking at St. Stanislaus Parish in 1996, expanding over the years into a significant local history collection. The Polish Heritage Society of Rochester took responsibility for the archives in 2023 and arranged to house it at Nazareth University, where students in the Museums, Archives, and Public History Program assist with organizing the material. The Louis Skalny Foundation and the Friends of St. Stanislaus Foundation are partnering with PHSR to support the project. St. Stanislaus Parish and the Polonia Civic Centre, Inc., provided significant material to the collection.

The Archives of Rochester Polonia is one of the few ethnic history collections in the Rochester area, a region in which immigration has played a significant role. It is also one of the few collections of its type in the country; only a small number of Polish communities in the United States have taken the initiative to organize archives documenting their histories. Items from the collection supported an exhibit celebrating the local Polish community at the Rochester Museum and Science Center in 2005, and an exhibit commemorating the centennial of Poland’s independence at St. John Fisher College in 2018. 

	In 2024, the Board of Directors of the Polish Heritage Society named the archives in honor of Frederic J. Skalny (1938-2016), a philanthropist and leader in Rochester’s Polish community. Mr. Skalny served as President of the PHSR Board and was active in the Krakow-Rochester Sister Cities Committee, the Polish American Historical Association, and the American Council for Polish Culture. As a member of the board of the Louis Skalny Foundation, he was instrumental in building the Skalny Center for Polish and Central European Studies at the University of Rochester. Among other honors, he received the distinguished Cavalier Cross of Merit from the Republic of Poland and the Plus Ratio Quam Vis commemorative medal for eminent service to Jagiellonian University in Krakow. Mr. Skalny provided leadership and energy to the search for a permanent home for the Polonia archives. His personal papers form an important part of the collection.
